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II TIuorRx i. 13. 5 | 

Hold ſaſt the Form of ſound 
Words, qr thou haſt. 
heard of m in Faith and 


Love dich 15. in CHRIST 
IEsus. 


OT HT is a Name, much to 
be eſteem'd, by all them that 
rare calbd to his Office; and Im- 

ployment. Thoſe Things are 
binted at, in theſe tp Epiſtles, 
which make his Character ve. 
ry lovely. He had known the holy Seriptures 
from a Child; and his Knowledge of divine 

Things was accompany'd with a Faith an- 

feigned. He deſcended from pious Anceſtors 

and he inherited their Piety. There was ſome- 


* 7 thing 
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thing very promiſing in him, and there were 
great Expectations concerning him, at his fir/f 
ſetting out for Go p. He was endu'd with con- 
ſiderable Gyfts, as Well as extraordinary wo 
uncommon Grace. He had attain'd grea 

Knowledge of the Principles and Duties of 
Chriſtianity. He was Temperate to a Degree 
that was hardly allowable, conſidering his In- 
firm and Weak State. He was of a Temper ve- 
ry tender and affect ionate; St. Paul himſelf be- 
ing greatly impreſs d and: mov'd by his Tears. 
He had a moſt lively Senſe of that Immorte- 
lity which is brought to light by the Goſpel; pro- 
feſſing to. lay hold. on Eternal Life, and to 
follow after thoſe Things which prepare for 
it; and he had Courage to make this Pro- 
ſeſſion before many Witneſſes. His Company 
and Converſation ſeems above all Things to 
be defir'd by St. Paul, when he was in the 
moſt heavenly Frame of Mind, and ready to 
depart out of this World. © Even when he 
could ſay, He had finiſhed his Courſe, and was 
going to lay hold of his Crown, he requeſts Ti- 
mothy to be diligent to come ſhortly to him. Know- 
ing, that in Timothy he ſhould find a Spirit 
and Temper juſt the reverſe of what had ap- 
peared in Demas, who was carry'd away with 
the Love of this preſent World. And, to ſay ma- 


ny Things in one, Timothy was the — 
x | \ an 
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at an OR DINATIONW. 5 
and dearly beloved Son of one of the wiſeſt, 
and greateſt Men, that ever appear d upon 


this Earth. 


Fox with me, I muſt 2 the Name 
of St. PauL is the moſt Venerable and Valua- 
ble of any amongſt mere Men. He was not 
a whit behind the very chiefe it pollen in any 
ſpiritual Gifts and Privileges; and in many 
humane Accompliſhments, he excell'd them 
all. For Learning, for Experience, for Know- 
ledge of Men and the World; for Labours, 
for Sufferings, for Marks of Heaven's pe- 
culiar Love, and the Wicked's Envy and Ha- 
tred; for lofty Thoughts, and penetrating far 
into the Myſteries of Religion, Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian, and particularly into the great . 
ftery of Godlineſs, GoD manifeit in the Fleſh ; 
for all the Force and Strength of Reaſoning, 
and convincing the Mind; for Skill in the 
Arts of Addreſs, and engaging the Affecti- 
ons; for generous Principles; for a brave and 
bold Spirit; for Zeal and Livelineſs in the 
Work to which he was call'd; for Integrity 


and Stedfaſtneſs, amidſt the oreateſt Diſorders 
in the Church of CyRrisT, and notwithſtand- 


ing violent Perſecutions from thoſe who were 
Enemies to the Chriſtian Name; and for the 


moſt diffuſſive, prevailing Love and Charity 
towards Men: For theſe Things (I fay) he 


Was 


P Z 
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was by none exceeded, and in Fn of them 
he excelFds * 

Bur that which ſtill 3 him 
more than all, was his ſollicitous, conſtant 
Care to uſe all his Intereſt, and all his A- 
bilities, ſolely to promote the Honour of his 
and our Common Lok r. To the Grace of 


Iesus CnrisT, he imputes it intirely, that 
he was what he was. From the Loxp he re- 


ceidꝰ d what he deliver'd to the Churches, and 
only as ſo receiv'd, does he inſiſt upon his 
Words being believ'd and obey'd. Nothing 
was more grievous to him, than to hear that 
his nn Name, or Names which he loved 
and valued 4 his own, {hould be made uſe 
of to divide the Charch, and to leſſen the 
Honours which were done to the Name of 
CHRIST, See 1 Cor. i. 12. and Jolowing 
Verſes. - 

| In theſe Epiſtles to Timothy, how does our 


Apoſtle abaſe himſelf, that his Great MAsTER 


may be glorify'd ? In the Hrſt Chapter of the 
former Epiſtle, we find him ſpeaking in the 
lowlieſt Terms imaginable, on Purpoſe that 
he may carry our utmoſt Attention, and 
warmeſt AﬀeCtions, to the Bleſſed Tx svs, 
And when he has mention'd the Name of 
JesvUs CHRIST, how does it dwell upon 
his Tongue, and his Pen! Read the 12, 13, 14, 
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15 and 16 Verſes of the Chapter juſt quoted. We 
there-plainly ſee; that our Apoſtle had nothing 


© much at Heart as the magnifying of his 


SAVIOUR, tho! it was to the vilifying of h:»ſelf, 
« Here fix your Thoughts (as, it he had ſaid) 
« here fix your Love, upon that Name which 
« has every Thing in it worthy Of Acceptation; 
« but let not my Name be mention'd with 


(0 this, otherwiſe than as the chief of Sinners, 


& and as a Pattern of Grace and Mercy to 
& thoſe who ſhall be brought to believe on 
< In 6us Ganser? Dis 

Ix this ſecond Epiſtle, juſt before our Text 
we find the Apoſtle pleading with Timothy, to 
be ſtedfaſt in adhering to their Common 
Lon, even amidſt the greateſt Tryals and 
Difficulties. Be not thou therefore aſhamed of 
the Teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me his Priſo- 
ner; but be thou Partaker of the Aﬀiittions of 
the Goſpel, according to the Power of God. ver. 8. 
Such a LoxD, and ſuch a Goſpel, deſerve all 
that we can either do, or ſuffer, for them. 


After this, our Apoſtle is gone in a Parentheſis 
for three Verſes together; in which he mag- 
nifies the Grace of Gov, and glories in the 
Appearance of CHRIS I, to aboliſh Death, and 
to bring Life and Inmortality to light through 
the Goſpel : Whereunto (ſays he) I am appointed 


1 14, 1 Preacher 7 and an eApoſile, and a Teacher of the 
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Gentiles. 
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Gentiles. The Character of an efpoſtle be 
long d to St. Paul, as he was ſent immediately 
from the Perſon of Cuxisr; receiving his 
Commiſſion from the Lo RD Himſelf, and 
not from Men. But then in deſcribing the 

Service and Work to which he was appoint- 
ed, he uſes thoſe Words which our Legiſla- 
ture has ſeen fit to apply to fuch Miniſters of 
Religion as diſſent from the Church by Law 
eſtabliſhed. And, I confeſs, this very Place 
of Scripture has made the Appellations of 
Preacher and Teacher appear more becoming 
our Character, and more deſirable to me, than 
any other Names or Titles, by which ſome 
are dignify'd and diſtinguiſh'd. St. Paul was 
one of the happieſt Men in the World, in 
making his outward Diſadvantages, and Suf- 
ferings, ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Religion, 
and the Glory of his Lox D. Witneſs his Plead- 
ing before King Agrippa; and his declaring to 
the Jews the Cauſe of his being ſent to Rome. 
Acts xxvi. and xxviii. One of the moſt per- 
ſuaſive Things had been wanting, in preſ- 
fing Timothy to Chriſtian Courage and Con- 
ſtancy, had not our eAvoſtle made his very 
Impriſonment, and his Aflictions, an Occaſion 
of doing the higheſt Honour to J=sv's 
CHRIST. For I apprehend, that it is in our 
Lord JIESUs St. Paw repoſes his Tru#, and 
| to 
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to him that he commits his Soul, when he ſays 
in the Verſe before the Text, I know whom I 
| have believed, or truſted, and I am perſuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted: unto Him againſt that Day. And if this 
be apply'd to Cukisr, than the higheſt Acts 
of Worſhip and Devotion are paid to him; 
and in St. Thomas's Language, he is both. c our | 
Loxp and our Gop. 8 

Nov from what the Apoſile had commit- / 
ted as a Depoſitum unto CHRIST, he imme - 
diately turns his Thoughts to What Curr. 
had committed as a Depoſitum unto. him: And | 
putting this into the Hands and Care of Ti 
mothy, he charges him, ſtrictly and conſtant- * 
ly to look to it. This Connexion of the 
Words 1 am going to enlarge upon, with, -- 
the foregoing Verſes, is juſtity'd by what 
a leathed Expoſitor has obſerv'd from the Je- 
wiſh Writings, to this Purpoſe : _ The Jews 
© (fays he) make mention of Tao, Depoſitums. 

« of Gop: The Lamp within us, or the Soul; 

« and „ without us, which is the 4 
“ Law. they introduce Gov ſpeaking | 
thus: 45 12 ht or Lamp is in thy Hand, and 
* thy Lamp which is thy Soul is in mine: If thos 
&* (halt Ager, keep my Lamp, I will keep thine ; 

„if thou extinguiſheſt mine, I will put ont h 

© thine. Well, Timothy, (as if the Apoſtle 
B had 


. 
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Had ſaid) thy Soul, and mine, are commit- 


ted as a Depoptar into the Hands of our 


LoRD: And he has committed his Goſpel, 
as a Depoſitan, unto us: Be ſure to keep it, 


as thou haſt receiv d it from me,; who now + 


commit it to thee, as I had it tron CHRIST: 
And as ever thou» expecteſt CHRIS ſhould: * 


take carte of thy Soul, do thou take care 
of his Teſtimony. Approve thy {elf a faithful 


Witnefs to his Doctrine, his Deavhyi his Re- 
ſufre&ion;- and his Glory. Hold faſt-the Form” 
of ſomd Words which thou'-haſt heard of "me, in 
Faith and Love which is in-CrigisTJ830s, 
Ix this Admonition ef * PawliitoiT, imorhy, 
we have the proper Work of this Day ſet 
before us. From henee we may learny' What « 
thoſe who ordain others are to commit to 
them; and what thoſe Who are ord ain 'a, muſt 
receive, and ſtedfaſtiy maintain; and alſo 
in What manner; and with what”! Vrir, we 
ought to embrace and propagate the Tr uths 
of; our holy Religion. : 
I would humbly offer my Thoughts: on 
ch Subjef, in the ing Method; 


4 ENQUIRE, What that Form of ſound 
Words was, which Timothy is here ſaid 
to have heard ol the Apoſtle... 


II. SHEW 


* [ 
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AT SHEW in "hit Reſpects Ish Was 
called to hold faſt this Form of ſound 
Words. 5 


11. G ONSIDER,briefly., what is included 
in thoſe Expreſſions, Faith. and Lave in 
| Cunts r. JESUS. 


Ax p then, apply the Whole to ourklyes, 
and the Service of i i Day. 

I. I-would enquire, with the utmoſt Care 
and Impartiality, What: that Turm of ſaumnd 
Mords mas, which Timothy is here ſaid ns 

. heard-of : the... Apoſtle. | 
Tas Original Word Aunmuinen) here ren- 
der'd Form, is taken either from Architecture 
Or from Painting. As it i 1511 us d in Build- 
ing, it ſignifies the Hype, or Model, or Plan, 
according to which an Ediſice, or Houſe, is 
to be rais d. Ast taken from Painting, it 
ſignifies the firſt Lines, or the Original Draught 
of æ Picture. When therefore this is apply d 
to the Chriſtian Doctrine, it: myſt ſignify, the 
Original Preſcriptions of the Goſpel which 
Were to be copied out by Timothy: Or ſome 
Draught, and Summary, and Symbol of Di- 
vine kanne, - Which was to be held out to 
G B 2 the 


12 cA SERMON Preach'd 

the World in his Preaching and Life, and 
to which he was required ſtrictly and 
faithfully to adhere. | 

THE Popiſh Expoſitors would have this 

Text underſtood to ſpeak of anwritten Tra- 
ditions. And they argue, That tis not faid 
Timothy was to hold faſt the Words which 
he read, or which were written; but thoſe 
Which he heard, and that were deliver'd to 
him by Preaching or Converſation. But be- 
fore this Expoſition can be juſtify*d ſo as to 
ſerve the Purpoſe of the Romaniſts; they have 
three Things to prove, which I apprehend" 
it is impoſſible tor them to do. 

Firſt, THAT the Things which the Apo- 
ſtle delivered by Word of Mouth, were dif- 
ferent from thoſe which he committed to 
Writing. , | 
| Secondly, THAT Traditions received from er- 
ring and fallible Men, are to be received even 
as hole Traditions were, which came from 
the Mouths of Men inſpir'd we the HoLyY 
G OST) 

Third, THAT the Traditions now faid to 
be from the Apoſtles, are of as great, yea, 
greater Authority then the Holy Scriptures, 
and of abſolute Neceſſity to be received in 
| -  arder to Salvation. Till theſe Things are 
fully proved, againſt al thoſe valuable Pieces 

| which 
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which have been publiſfd in our oπͤ Lan- 
guage as well as others, to expoſe the Po- 
piſh Doctrine about their T raditions, we 
need not ſhew any further Regard to their 
Way of Expounding the Text. 

Bur there are differing Opinions, even 
amongſt our own Expoſitors, about the Form 
of ſound Words here ſpoken of by St. Paul. 

I, SOME underſtand the Goſpel ſelf. 

Tris, Timothy might firſt hear of the eApo- 
file, and afterward might have it deliver'd 
to him in MWritizg, (probably as it is now pub- 
Uſh'd by St. Laute,) together with the other 
Scriptures of the New Teſſament then extant. 
The Annotations on the Epiſtles of St. Paul, 
publiſh'd by Dr. Fel, Bp. of Oxford, thus ex- 
plains the Verſe following the Text, as ſpeak- 
ing of the © Goſpe/ depoſited with Timothy, that 
he might alſo depoſite it with others; and 
they with ſuch as ſhould ſucceed them to 
the World's End; againſt all profane Inno- 
« vations, and Diverſity of Opinions, however 
« boaſted of as Knowledge, Science, Cc. Cal 
vin writes more largely for this. Expolition, 
rejecting all others. He ſays ; “ The eApoſtle 
i Here requires Timoth thy * to hold faſt the 

Doctrine 


»Ut tenax fit Boching quam didicit, non modo quod 
ad Subſtantiam, ſed etiam quod ad figuram ipſam Oratio- 
nis. Sciebat Paulus quam proclivis fit a pura Doctri- 

; " . vs 0 . na 
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Ft Doftine which he had learn d, not only as 
to the Subfarce.vf it, but even as to the very 
4 Form and Manner of Speaking. St. Paal well 
knowing what a Proneneſs there: is to fall 
« from ſound Doctrine, at leaſt ſome Wa) 
4 or other to deviate from it, therefore 
0 Timothy is here ſollicitouſſy \warn'd to keep 
4 28 cloſe as might be to the Original Pre- 
« ſcript laid before him.“ -Atter thisc'tis ad- 
ded, Not that there is ſo much Religion 
in mere Words or Expreſſions, but becauſe 
4 the leaſt disfiguring of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
«5 excecding- prejudicial to it, And then 
he inſtances in the Popiſh Theology,i Biſhop Croft, 
$3 in a Book once highly: eſteemd by all true 
Pe᷑toteſtants, thus fixes the Senſe! of this Place; 
0 We have no other ſaſe Way to ſpeak of 
divine Matters, but in Scripture Language, 
, ipſſſamis Verbisy with the very ame Mords; ac: 
4 cording to that Text,- Hold faſt ube Form of 
4 ſound Woras,: which thou halt heard: of »me in 
Faith: Mark (faith he) Hold faſt not only 
the Matter of Faith, but the: Form of found 
* Woras, theſe are fate humane; Were indir 
. vine 
1 — — 


na vel Lanſus, vel Deflexio. Hane ob 3 ſollicud 
cav et ne decli- et. Timotheus ab ea docendĩ forma quam 


acceperat, ſuamque docendi rationem quaſi ad ilud Præ- 
ſecriprum exiꝑat. 


Natel Truth, Pubkſu d im the Year 1675. P. 3. 
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eine and ' high” Myſteries are dangerous: 
« Mat can no more ſet them forth in u- 
« mae Words, than exprefs the Divine Sub- 
" ſtance by hutnane Painting; tis the ole” 
« . Work of the III x "GrosT, who's alſo Di- 
© "Vine. ws e 
2. OrnERS underſtand by the Form of ſornd. 
Words, a Shomaty of Doctrine, or a Creed, 
which St. Puut deliver d to Timothy” at his Or. 
dination. 4 
DX. Whirly thinks; from ſeveral Paſſages 
of Scripture, That there ſeems to have been 
ſome Turm of Doctrine deliver'd to them who” 
receivd the Chriſtian Faith: T And that 
there was 4 Labin. J or.  Depoſi um of. 
*<*Chriſtian Doctrine deliver'd to. them wlio 
« were to preach, and inſtruct othets in the- 
Faith.” And he obfer ves,“ Thatall'the-Fathers, 
from Iren cu downwards, ſpeak. of fuck a. 
« Sjmbol of Faith deliver d to the Church, by. 
the eApoſtles, and their Diſciples. Concerning. 
which' he further adds, © That” it was one 
and the ſame Faith which the Church 
« *retain'd throughout the World, than which- 
« they believ'd neither lefs, nor more, and 
« which for Subſtance was the fame with 
« the 0 Creed.” And had there been 
neither 
— eB 


— 


* See Annotations on 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
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neither leſs nor more inſiſted on, in the 
Creeds whice have ſince been made neceſſary 
to be receiv'd, the Church would not now be 
divided and broken as it is. Nor would any 
one, that I know of, think a well compi[d Sur. 
mary or Symbol at all improper to go along with 
the Scriptures ; provided, that nothing be there 
defin'd, or determin'd, which the Scripture 
does not expreſsly define and determine. A 
Summary of Faith is doubtleſs of great Uſe to 
point out the principal Things, which thoſe who 
are call'd to the Miniſtry ought to ſtudy, + 
and to teach according to the Scriptures; | 

3. SOME think, That by the Form of ſound 
Words, is meant, that Form or Pifture of divine 
Trath and Chriſtian Graces, which was drawn 
upon the Mind and Heart of Timothy, by the 
Preaching and Inſtructions of St. Paul. 

"Ty vs Chryſoſtom *, and others of the Anci- 
ents, repreſent the Apoſtle as here referring 
Timothy, to that lovely and compleat Draught 
of Things which he had in himſelf. He is 

|  calld upon (as thoſe Writers think) to attend 
I” carefully and conſtantly to thoſe Impreſſions 
which were made upon his Spirit, and to thoſe 
Repreſentations of divine Things which were 


painted 


4 ö | * 
|| i 
© 


* Homsl. III. in Epiſt. Secund, ad Tim, Et Theodorerus a 
Eundem Locum. P. 494. 
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painted in his Mind by the Words and Mini- 
ſtrations of St. Paul. And whether there ſhould 
be Occaſion to ſpeak concerning Faith, or Love, 
Bogy is Mrekded uot to borroty tis Acdounrs 
of Things from others, nor to make their Re. 
preſentations of Truth, a Pattern to him; but 
to diſpenſe the Goſpel ab one that had it en- 
graven upon his own Heart; and as one tliat 
knew the Power of it, and that could diſ- 
penſe it in Life and Power, as an Exemplar 
unto others! This Explication, if taken by 
itſelf, does not ſeem at all to ſuit the Deſign of 
the oyoſlle in the Text *: But if we Con- 
ſider it together with what is mention d be- 
fore, it may be very uſeful and inftruftive 
tohus. If we look to that Sacred Dipoſirans 

which was put into the Hands of Timothy; and 
then conſider Diuine Truths as they were en- 
graves: alſo upon his Mind and Heart; he wOuld 
be enabled, hy a. careful Attention to hoth\rheſe, 
tha more ſuceeſsfully to declare and make 
knowa the Things of the Goſpel. And ckrtain 

it i, That a Form of Words delivered to us, or 
receiy d hy us, muſt have ſome Ideas ort 
Image, and Pidture of them in the Mind, ot elſe 
we cannot convey them to others as we:oughs 
e | ) B DIRK) \ KH f C = WAYS | to 
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Vid. Calvin. in Loc. ＋ Exemplain ano ng 
quod % ir, Platonici yocant, Pol, Sn. 
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to do: Without this, mere Words (cho im 

never ſo good ee) are but dead and uns- 
vailable- rl$1 1:1 Antitr 880105 not 89 } > 
4. BN the dorm of ſrind Wards, we are 266 


ti underſtand e iticies of Faith merely, or ſpren- 


lative Opinions and Notions; but ſuch Dactrines 
as are according 40 Gadlineſt and effective of 
it both. in Heart and Life. > eit HOQH {ible 

+ WHEN the ehe hav fmaks ORs 
ND] of ſound Words, he uſes the ſame Ex- 
preſſion that Ste Ease does when he deſcribes 
Mens being healrd of : their Diſeaſes, or being 
made ſond as 10 their bodily: Health, "and the 


uſe of their Limbs. 1 See Lale v.31, and vii. 10. 


and xv. 3. Now uten the Expreſſion Mun. 
which is ſo apply dito the Limhᷣs and the Bod 
comes. to.-be apply d to 4 Fans bf Vbrdg Gr 4 
Sem of Daliriues, it muſt be undlerſtod f 
Soc as cure the. Diſeaſes of the M *. S0 
that ſoand Words: mult not be:conceivd 6f, 48 
ſigniſy ig merely an Ort hodaa Ser of Phraſes, 
or Scheme of Fhings in the Head; but fuch 
Schemes and ſuch Words, ws: tend to make 
2 ond Mind, and to prodice all manner of 
Goodurſo and Holincſi in ourſelves and others: 
Thus the Form of ſound Words ſtands epposd ti 
Tables, vain Bablings, — and unlearned Geli. 


— . — » , ons; 
„ 


2 
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peruerſe difpatings, and other Things cau- 
tion d againſt in theſe Eile to Timothy, which 
Men run imo, when they tonfent nat to wholſome 
Words, eves theWords of our Lord Js au CHRIST. 
1 Tim. vi. 3.4; Whatever Frm of Words tends 
to mute Diſeaſes in the Mind, inſtead of healing 
them, cannot be found in the Senfe of our 
Ten, let the Complexion and Appearance of 
it be never ſo much admir'd and mm 
F bus ach wee, ſuffice for the firſt Head; 


ous, 


. 1 am next to Sith) in what Refpells 
Huh was calf d to Hed fait the ae of 

W „ ³¹ 4455 
Fu Greek Verb 100 1 hen fe is uſed 
ee any other Word to determine its par- 
ticular Senſe, has feveral noted Significations. 
It fignifies to have a Thing as a Treaſure, and 
to have it as our own, and to be Enrich'd with it. 
So in Marth. xxv, 29. the * Heri emphati- 
cally uſed for having or poffeffing much; and 
the 1 zi Her, is one that hath norking” re- 
ma ining to him *. Thus we fhould have the Goſpel 
as our Treaſure, accounting ourſelves poor with. 
out it : er we ſhould be as careful in in: 
TY W: 7 fecurd 


- 


— 
— — 
28 * — C * 


F So in other Writings, the o KN, Ire thoſe that 
are poſſeſs'd of great Wealth or Eſtates, rhe * 40 Hu ring. 
nifies che Poor, Diater. * * 
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ſecure this, as others may be to ſecure their 
greateſt I reaſures in the World. Sometimes 
the Word ſignifies Eſteem or Nuomledge of a 
Thing or Perſon *; ſo in Mart xi. 32. Al 
Men: counted John Ln, had John in Eſteem 
or kew John] that he was a Prophet: Thus we 
muſt have the Form of ſound Words: in the 


fugheſt Eſteem, and muſt nom it ſo as to diſ- 


cern what, and from whence, it truly Is. 
Sometimes this Word ſignifies to tarry or to 


abide . And thus our Minds muſt abide 


upon the Form of ſound Words; tarrying in the 


Study of them till weare thoroughly acquaint- 


ed with them, and dwelling upon them. Theſe 
ſeveral Hints may be of ſome Uſe and Service 
to us, and therefore I choſe juſt to mention 
them. But the Sign ification of the Word 
Lix-] which our Tranſlators have choſen to 
follow, is what principally deſerves to be 
enlarged upon: As it denotes to adhere to the 
Goſpel; to maintain and to hold faſt the great 
Things reveal'd and requir'd in it. And here 
J. will beg Leave to offer Three Things as 
included i in this Expreſſion. * 
1. 11moTHY, was requir'd to hold fait the 
Form of ſound Words, ſo as not to let it go. How- 
ever the Chriſtian Revelation may "be hated 


by 


A 


„ ” 
tt. Foe _—_ b 


_ OY 


— 


* Steph, Theſ. T. I. Col. 1319. l Diater. Antiq, 
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by the Atheiſtical and Profane, and may be 
argu d againſt, as if it were a Thing of nought; 
however the wiſe Men of this World may 
treat the Goſpel, and repreſent it as Fooliſhneſs, 
and make the Croſs of CHRIST a Stumbling- 
block; yet, let not the Truth d it is in Ixsus 
be given up on theſe Accounts. Let the World 
threaten what it will, let it offer what it will, 
to make thee renounce the Things thou, T 
mothy, haſt heard of me; yet, be ſure not to 
let them go. If Men of Wealth and Power 
frown upon thee and perſecute thee; if Men 
of Learning contemn thee, or diſpute againſt 
thee ; if Men of Humour and Wit Scoff at 
chez and break their Jeſts upon thee; if Men 
who are bigotted to other Forms of Worſhip 
and Religion, pronounce ſolemn Sentences againſt 
thee, and ſtir up Enemies every where to mo- 
left, or even to deſtroy thee; and if ſome who 
are calbd by the Chriſtian Name ſhould ale 
ſhipwreck of Ind and .a good C onſcience, either 
N the Love of this World, or the Fear of 
it; yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Things, (and 
all that Earth or Hell can contrive) hold fait 
the Form of ſound Words fo, as not to let it 20. 

2. Hob it faſt, ſo, as not to corrupt it, or 
to err from it, or to make any Thing neceſſa- 
enen belide * N 


. . — ' — 
2 
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2 LET no &her Doftrines be taught 'with and 
befia thoſe, that are deliver d in the Goſpel. St. 
Pat tells us expreſsly, That which was comt 

to his Traſt, was the Gloriaus Ga pel of 
tbe Bleſſed G 0-0, 3 Tim. i 4, 11. And if this was 
the Pepoſitum committed to St. Paul, it mult be 


this which by him was committed.;to. Tumor lj. 


The Form of ſound: Words, therefore, was. no 
ether than the lor aus Gospel of GOD. And 
when Tawethy is requir d to hold faſt this Go- 


E * is intended, that he 


ſhould hold it faſt in its native, original Purity, 
and Glary. It was ſo gloriaus in the firſt Pub- 
lication or Edition of it, that no Alterations 
or Additions can be made, but to the defacing, 
aalying, and eclipſing the Glory of it. Timothy 
mult therefore bold fait the Form of found 
Words, not only againſt thoſe who: atterly ne. 
i iled, and deny'd it, but againſt all that ſhould 
korrupt it, alter it, add to ity; or mander from it, 
He muſt not adyanoe any Thing as neceſſary: to 
Chriſtian; Communion, and Chriſtian Privi- 
leges, beſides this. This was the very Cauſe of 


 Timothy's being deſir'd to abide at Epheſus, 


that he igt charge ſome there to teach vo other 
Dots ius, 1 Tim. i. 3. 

„ Horn fa the Form of found Words 
fo, as not to grow indifferent toward it, or ta 
leſſen thy Regards and thy Affection for it. 

LET 


= 


_ available; there ſhould! be great Cate not 
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Lx not thy u or Love abate. Let not Di- 
vine Truths Joſe their Furcè and Eſieney upon 
thy Spirit or thy. Praſtice. Let not this Form of 
Wund Words become a mere Form, and a 


lifeleſs Thing: Nor ever allow thy, ef to 


become cold and indifferent in the Defence of 
it, or in recommending it to Others. Thon 
muſt indeed be ee Mer; and ir 
Meet neſr muſt ür thoſe. that oppoſe" ehr. 
ſelves,  'wlien' they fall iro Errors and the 
Srare of the Devil: But thou mult be ſurt 
to continue in the Things 'whith thou hat leuru- 
ed, and of which thou haſt been af. 
Thou malt he inftont in Sd, nd we of 
Seaſtn,''repreve;; rebuke,” exhort with Lang- 
ſaffering ' and Doctrine. Do all; that Wiſow 
and Love can do, to inftru&t' and recover the 
Erroneous. But fince, Where 'Wiſlom am 
Love fail of Succeſs, nothing is like- to be 


to do any Thing which'® "Atiger, SelfOnceit; 
Envy, Hatred, Ambition, or any ſach- like 
evil Affections may put Adee upon. That 
good Thing 'which is | committed unto rhee,” thun 
win ſt 5 Timothy! And thou! melt keep 
it, not in thy own Strength, or according to 
the Dictates of thy own Temper ard Paſ- 
fions, but by the Ho) Ghoſt which thtleth in 
a. „ 1s n the Verſe after the Text. 
Let 
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the Form of found Words, whoſe Fruits are 


Love, Joy, Peace, &c. and then he will ſtrength- 
en thee, and enable thee to hold it faſt. O 
Timothy keep that which is committed to thy 
Truſt, avoiding profane and vain Bablings, and 
Oppoſit ions of Science falſiy ſo called, 1 Tim. vi. 20 
Thou, that from thyInfancy haſt knomn the Holy 
Seriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
Caluation; Thou that knoweſt the Divine Au- 
thority and Inſpiration of them, how profitable 
they are, and how powerful they are, and ſuf. 
fieient to male the Man of Gov perfect throughty. 
furniſhed unto all Good Works ; db thou keep 
theſe Scriptures ſaſely, and keep to them cares. 
fully, and keep up the moſt lively Attention, 
and warmeſt Affection for them; and let 
that . 4 which worketh by hong | never 
co "ol 

Pan Things, 1 end wall now 8 
with the more general Acceptance, becauſe 
they have already been urg d with fo much 
Advantage in a Public Lectare in this City; 
and by One for whom all here pr eſent have, 


I believe, a particular Eſteem. And in reciting 


the Words, to which I referr, I ſhall, but give 
you the Sum and Subſtance of what I have 
hitherto deliver d. Speaking of the Truth as it is 
in Jesvs, that Diſcourſe ſays; © We are to re- 
wy: « ceive 


* 
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« ceive it 4 it in &liverd, and ſpeak it 4 it is 
* communicated : And the nearer we keep 
< to the Terms in which it is deliver'd, we are 
4 ſo much the ſafer. Having it committed 
& to us we ſhould reckon it a great Truſt: 
„ And/it highly concerns not only Miniſters 
„ but all the People of Go to be found 
« faithful. We ſhould keep it intire without 
changing, or altering it; Holding fait the 
* Form of ſound Words. We are firmly to 
4 adhere to it, whoever ſlight it; to ſtand 
„up for it, whenever it is alſaultad or op- 
« pos'd; and, as far as we are able, to 
« clear it When it is Obſcur'd. We are as to 
part with it, or let it go at any Rate, We 
4 muſt keep the Truth of CHRISNS Doctrine 
© jut as it was deliver d to the Church by his 
“ Apoſtles, and 4 it is contain'd in tlie ſacred 
« Records, from whence, (rather than from hu- 
« mane Gloſſes, Comments, and Expoſitions, 
* how juſt and valuable ſoever) we are to 
take. and collect it for our 'own Uſe. We 
„ mult adhere to it whatever we may ſuffer, 
“ and whatever our ſo doing may expoſe us to. 
*. And if we corrupt or miſrepreſent it, betray 
* or loſe it upon any Terms, we are account- 
able to the Judge. of all another Day +.” 
D 1 


4 Dr. Calamy's Diſcourſe from Epheſ. iv. 15. at the Mer- 
chants Lecture at $alters-Hall, Nev, 29. 1720, 
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Tus next Thing propos d, i is, 


II. 10 Diew wkinii is included i in thoſe Ex- 
preſſions, Faith and 8 which 1 is in CHRIST 


Favs. 


SOME make theſe Words RE Ja da Fs 


in the beginning of the Verſe ; And then the 
_ Senſe of the Apoſtle is this; the Form of ſound 
Words thou haſt heard of me, hold faſt with 


Faith unfeigned, and .with Love which is in 


-Car1sT: Or more fully thus; Let found Words 


be attended with ſound and unfeigned Faith, 
and with a practical Love of CHRIST and his 
Cauſe, and Charity to Men, and this will make 
thee perſevere in _ nN ſo as = 
£0 recede from it. 

OrRERSs think Few the Fairh * 18 Fn 
requir'd, refer more immediately to the Form of 
ſound Morde, and are no other than 3 Declara- 
tion wherein this Form of ſound Words corſi/ts: 
Namely,” in Faith, which includes all the 
Credenda, the Things to be believ'd, and 
in Love, which includes the Agenda, or the 


Things to be practiced, according to the Go- 


Jpel. And thus we find, in other Places of Scri- 
pture, that the whole of Religion is compriz'd 
— theſe two Heads +. And both the Arti. 

cles 


— 2 1 "I 
* 2 -» 
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cles of Faith, and Precepts of Love, muſt be re- 
ceiv'd and taught 4s = are reveald and ex 
plain d ) CurisT, and as they refer to Him- 
Faith: and Love which is in CHRIS sus. 

Ts here therefore requir'd of Timothy, and 
of thole AUR ag to che _ Office 

12 Tra r they ſhould hold faſt the — 
Faith. Whatever i deliver'd to us by our Lox p, 
and by the Inſpiration of the Houvy GHosr, 
we muſt believe and adhere to, as infallible 
Trath; depending upon the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtles, and Prophets, as-moſt certainly divine; 
and as that which cannot poſſibly deceive us, or 
prove falſe. Hence we are oblig'd to believe, 
and make known, the whole Counſel of Gov, as 
contain d in the ſacred Writings. And that Faith 
is to be thus under ſtood, of the Things believed, 
is apparent from many other Places of Scripture. 
Gal. 1. 23. Weread of Prearhing the Faith. And 
in Phil. i. 27. of Striving together for t Faith of 
the Goſpel. And 1 Tim. iv. 8. of Deming the 
Faith, And Heb. x. 23. of Holding fait the Pro- 
faliom of our Faith. And Jude 3. of Contending 
earneſtly for the Faith which was once (and as Dr. 
Whirby very juſtly notes, at once) delivered tothe 
Saints. This Faith includes every Thing which 
the Word of Gop declares, with relation to the 
ada, the Great DIS Y OS ER, and the 
9 Laſt 
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Ie Exp of all Things; the Nature and the- 
(| Decrecs, and the Wörle of Go p, and H 
Government of the World, and His Diſpenſa- 

| tions towards Men: As alſo what is recorded 
concerning the Fall of Angels; and tlie firſt 
Formation of Man, his Apoſtacy and Corrupti- 
on; with every thing that relates to our Re- 
i demption, and Recovery by CHRIS TJ and 
N Whatever concerns us in Our Tranſactions with 
1 FATHER, SON, and HoLy Ghost, in order 
to our eternal Salvation. This Faith muſt be 
held faſt, pure, and entire, as it was at * 
| deliver'd to the Saints. 
8 AN D now, (tho' it be not riches brinäry 
| © Senſe of this Place, yet) it may be of ſome 
U ſſe to obſerve, That there muſt be Faith in 
it CuxisT Ixsus, as it ſignifies the acting of our 
it Minas with reference to the Truths of the Go- 
ſpel. We mutt aſſert to them; we muſt com 
Il ſent alſo, and yield our ſelves, to be molded 
and form'd by.them; and, as the Goſpel di- 
rects, muſt engage our ſelves to follow after 
1 the Things which are not ſeen that are eternal, 
| 


more than the Thizgs which are ſeen, that are 
but temporal. Faith may alſo be conſider'd as 
| | including Hope, and Trum, and Reliance of the 
1 Soul; and as it is ſometimes put for Faithful- 
|. meſs; 1. e. for Integrity, and a ſtedfaſt Conti- 
1 nuance in well-doing, Thus, the Faith is to be 
Il held faſt, in Faith. 2, Tukkz 
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2. TRR E muſt be a holding faſt zhe Love 
mhicli is in CRASH Jesus. This Love may 
be conſider'd either as it reſpects our Lo K 


and his Truths; or as it reſpects our Fellows 


Chriſtians, and Fellow- Creatures. ; 
Tur Three great Branches of — | 
Deſirc, Delight, and Duty: And the Exerciſes 
of it in each of theſe Ways, * * 8 
both to Go, and Man. 
Ix we conſider Love as it has ceſpelt to our 
Lox, and the Form of ſound Words; it muſt 
then be expreſsd by the moſt anden bn 
to know Curisr, and the Truth as it is in- 
Him, more fully, and perfectly than yet we 
do. And at the ſame time there muſt be a 
very great Complacency and Delight in GO, 
and in the Knowledge ot divine Things, fo. 
far as we are acquainted with them. Such 
Deſire and Delight as this, will put us upon 
all Acts of Devotion; Praying to GO D, hu. 
ing of Him; Hearing and Reading diligently 
what is His Mind and Will, and frequently: 


Condes ſing with Him. And then a Love of 


Duty will ſhew itſelf by Keeping the Cam- 
mandments of our Lo x, and obſerving every 
Thing that He requires of us: And, in all, we 
muſt act zealouſly for Him. Thus the Form 
of ſound Words muſt beheld fait, as it includes 
theſe ſeveral” Expreſſions of Love to CH KISS. 
AGAIN 


and his Goſpel, 
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Things which are mot ſurely beliewd amongſt. 
. The Saints that are in: the Earth, be they of 
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AAN, If we conſider Love: as it reſpects 
Men, it includes the following Things. There 
muſt be an earneſt Deſire of the Salvation: and 


Welfare of the whole Race of Mankind: More 


eſpecially wiſhing, and longing, to ſee All with; 
whom we have to do, Wiſe; and Good, and 
Happy. And always maintaining ſuch a Diſ- 
poſit ion of Mind, as to ſtand inclis d and rea- 


dy to every good Work. And then there 


mult be a Love of Delight, in all thoſe that tru- 
iy fear Gop; and a taking, Pleaſure in every 
Thing that is good, in whomſoever we ſee it. 
No Diſtinction of Names, no Diverſity of Gifts 


or Graces, ſhould prevent our Complacency in 


them that love aur Lord IESUVS CHRIST #2 


Sincority. Wherever we diſcern an honeſt 


Mind, and a juſt, righteous, good Life and 
Converſation, we ſhould be greatly pleas'd 
with fuch, notwithſtanding their differing 
from ourſelves, in Thinking, or Speaking of thoſe 


what Party or Denomination they will, ſhould 
be accounted the Excellent in whom is all our 
Delight. If any of theſe are otherwiſe mind- 
ed than we are, we ſhould learn in Honour 
tu prefer, at-leaſt, in Love to forbear one, — 
We ſhould never leſſen the Morth of any; 

not ſo as to have a deſpiſing detrafting I 1 


ere 


&S3Z 


in our Hearts, much leſs cenſorious and deſa- 


quaintance and Ways of Converſation, diffe- 


ingly concern'd for the Honour of their Lornp, 


And we ſhould endeayour to take Satisfacti- 


eclipſe our Characters, in ſome Things, by their 


would it give to the Form pf ſaund Words * 
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ſions of it, both with reſpe& to Soul and Body. 
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ming Words in our Mouths, or to proceed to 
any injurious A#ions. We muſt always allow 
for different natural Abilities, different Edu- 
cations, different Acquirements, different Ac- 


rent Views and Proſpects, different Paſſious 
and natural Infirmities, with all thoſe other 
Things that may occaſion Differences amongſt 
good Men, even whilſt all of them are prevait- 


on in the Attainments, and Uſefulneſs, af thoſe 
that may differ from us, and that may even 


Gifts or Graces, This is a noble Degree of 
Chriſtian Love. Could we attain more of 


this happy Temper, what Credit and: Succeſs 


And how would our owa Hearts be eftabli(h'd! 
But if we cannot arrive to ſuch a Complacential 
Love as this towards our Fellon - briſtiaus; ( 
Lam ſenſible it requires both great Grace, and 
a very great Mind, to go ſo far;) yet a Loro ef 
Du Tx towards our Brother, muſt be attend- 
ed to, in all the proper Inftances and Expreſ- 


Wu muſt endeavour to inform, and to 9 
dne 
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i the Uuaderſtandings of thoſe that are ignorant 
ll or miſtaken: And this we ſhould do, in ſuch 
it 'a Way, as not to caſt Reproach and Contempt 
i} upon them. We muſt Warn and Reprove, where 
it the Faults or Errors of any call for our ſo do- 
j ing; but in this too, we muſt manage as becomes 
- our Place, and may evidence our Affection, and 
may be moſt likely to anſwer a valuable, and 
night End. We muſt Comfort and Support thoſe 
that are of feeble Spirits, that lie under Diſcou- 
ragement, and that are apt to lay their Diſadvan- 
tages too mucli to Heart. We muſt forgive the 
| Faults of the Penitent, and bear with thoſe Weak- 
5 neſſes which are natural, and appear incurable. 
And we muſt Pray for Grace, and Glory, and all 
needful Bleſſings, toevery Soul tliat walks uprighth. 
Ox Lo to the Bodies of Men muſt be 
ſuch as to cheriſh them ; to feed, and cloth, and 
viſt them; and to further their Health, and 
Proſperity, in all tiwful and proper Ways. If 
þ in Straits or Confinement,” we are to endeavour 
al their Liberty and Enlargement. We ſhould 
|; -miniſter all the Help we can, to the Bodies of 
"the Fick: And ſhould maintain a due Regard 
to the Dan, the Names, and the Familier, 
ii of the Dead; Thus are we to Hola faſt, 
5 and recommend the Goſpel. But to take away 
i the Bread or Clothing of our "Neighbour, to im- 
5 * his Eſtate, or promote his Afliction, or to 
1 ſtab 
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ſtab his Reputation, which, in ſome Caſes, is 
worſe than to take away Life itſelf; and by ſuch 
Methods as theſe, to think of making Mea rece- 
;ve,othold fait,the Formof ſound Words ; how ab. 
ſurd is this? and how directly contrary to the 
Spirit and Intention of the Goſpel? Such Proceed. 
ings may excite ſtrong Prejudices againſt thoſe 


Forms of Words, which are thus impos'd, and de- 


tended ; but are never like to raiſe any ſuitable 
Aﬀettions towards them: And if ang Man does 
vot ſee this, ſurely it is becauſe he will not ſee: 
To conclude this Head, we mult love ove 
another, as CHRIST has loved w. We muſt 
hold faſt, and propagate the Truths of the 
Goſpel, with the ſame Meekneſs, and Patience, 
and Kjadneſs, and Charity, which CauxisT ſhewed 
to his poor Weak, and often Erring Diſciples, 
and which he Expreſs'd to his very Enemies, 
and to the whole World. This is the Love, ſpo- 
ken of in our Text, which is in CHRIST JESUS: 


I now proceed to the Ar?LICA TION. 


I hope nothing has been ſaid that is diſa- 
preeable to the Sentiments of my Reverend Fas 
thers, and Brethren; Who are now to be Cons 
cern'd in ſeparating and appointing otſera, un- 
to the Work of the Miniſtry. _ 1 

Axv if I am ſo happy as to fall in with thei 
E | Sentfe 
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Senſe of Things, they will then give me leave 
to ſay; “ That what They are to commit this 
Day umto ſuch as they ' Ordain, is the Form 
f found Mords which was publiſh'd by the 
< Apoſtles; and Nd beſide, wand mores 
< ores, than this. ? 

Lou well know hows ditin&, and full, the 
Iaſtructions are, which the Sacred Scriptures 
give, to make the Man of GOD perfect; and 
to furniſh him for the Diſcharge of every part 
ef the Work of a Goſpel Miniſter. And you are 
throughly Senſible, that it is by ſuch a cloſe 
Adhering to the Scriptures as that now infiſted 
on, that we muſt prove ourſelves Miziſters of 
Ixsus Cukisr, againſt thoſe, who from. ſome 
particular Opinions, and from humane Conſti- 
tutions, and from ſome later Writers in the 
Chriſtian Church, would e our une 
and all our Miniſtrations. 

Jeu will not, I am oirſuaded, 8 the 
receiving of Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith, as 
they have been contriv'd, and impos d, in the 
later and more degenerate Ages of the Church; 
nor will you do any Thing that ſhall Encourage 

4 2 teaching fer | Doitrines the Commandments of 
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Men. You know how much it would ſecure 
| he Reare of the Church, to hold Faſt the Form 
1 of ſound Words as: it Was once, and (I beg leave 
= E it) at once; * to the Saints. 

You 
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promote the Honour ef our great LoD and 


well aware, how the great Trutlus of the Cinſpel, 
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Lou are very ſenſible how much this would 


Ms TER; how much it would reſtare: tlie 
Credit of Religion, by bringing things back to 


their Native Purity and gimplicity; and how 


many Occaſions of Offence, among the Servants 
of CRRISY Would be taken away. Tou are 


as Expreſs d in the Mords of the Floly Goſ may 
be ſecured and defended againſt: all Gaiz/ayers. 


That Either ſomet hing will proceed from ahem 
which ſhall render them Self condemned, and 
plainly ſhew their Departure from the Faitli 


and Holineſs of the Goſpel; or elſe, that there 


is no need for us to ftar their corrupting; others; 


nor ſhould we, upon any Surmiſes of their doing 


fo, eondemn them and caſt them out. 


Vo will allow to every one, no doubt, the 
Liberty of utter ing his helief of the (C Do- 
dtrinss, Either in the very Woras mhich the Holy 


Ghoſt  teacheth, or in Words of Truth and Saber- 


neſs which he may think expreſſive of the ſame 
Things: But ſtill, in Matters of pure Revelation 


you will give a Preference to the Wonds wy the 


Hy Ohh, as the ſafeſt and beſt) wn 9.0 
Vo wilt not Encourage the mag of 


Dunne; Clauſes, to any humane Compoſition 
or Ways of ſpeaking. And you wil not, I be- 
lieve, demand any ſuch Deeclaratiens as, ¶ fic 


E 2 ſentio, 


| 
A 


9 Maintain. And if any Truth of the N 
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ſentio, ſic ſentiam J 80 1 do think, 80 J will think; 


But you will admoniſh Thoſe to whom you 


Commit the Sacred Oracles, to uſe the beſt 
\ Means, and give the utmoſt Diligence, to know 


the Trae Senſe of them; and then to act, as 
becomes Honeſt, and Faithful Men. 0 
So beautiful and forcible are theſe Merhods, 


that even Error itſelf has ſucceeded, by plead- 
ing ſor them. The Means have had fuck Charms, 


that the End thereby has obtain'd, tho? it has 
prov'd a very bad, and deſtructive one. How 
gloriouſly, then, would Truth prevail and 


triumph, could we once bring ſuch Ways of 
talking and acting, inſtead of all others, to be 
Principally and Eminently on the ſide of pure 
and undefiled Religion ! To promote this Senſe 


of Things, if my Heart deceive me not, I am 
ready. even to die; and therefore ſhall be rea- 


dy to ſuffer any thing which may ariſe from 
the Prejudices and Paſſions and Miſtakes of 
Men, till Gov ſball reveal even this unto them. 


If any are Concerned for the Honour of a 


| Redeemer, and for his being worſhipp'd and 
ſerved, as the Gu that made Heaven and Earth, 


the True Go and an Everlaſting Ming; This 


you are ready, (and you will allow me to ſpeak 


particularly for my ſelf, that I am fo too upon 
all proper Occaſions,) moſt heartily to Declare 


be 
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be ſtruck at, by ſuch as would Corrupt the 


Chriſtian Faith, you will bear your Teſtimony 
to ſuch oppoſed or deny'd Truth; and endea- 


vour to Convince thoſe of their Error who de- 
part from it, in all ſuch Ways as the Goſpel di- 


rects. 
"We ao all, I e love our Po; and love. 
his Goſpel, and love his faithful "Servants too; 


and we ſhould love not only this, or that Party 


of them, but all of them; I would not, for 


all this World, be found ſiting, i injuring, or 
defaming any of thoſe who may be ound 


and approv'd of JE svs CHRIS 1, at his fu 
ture coming. Let our Moderation be known unto 
all Men; for the Lo x b i at hand. Let us na 
grudge one againſt another, leſt we be condemned? 


Behold, the Jae erage yp e the Doors 
James v. 9. 


I need not apply my ſelf particularly to thoſe 


who are now to be devoted to the Work of 
the Miniſtry : To Hen I have had a ſpecial 
Regard in the ſoregoing Diſcourſe. And the 
Things which are to be given you in Charge 


by another Hand, will (I doube Hot) be very 
| ſufficient. 3 | 

Bur there are ſome I linge deducible from 
what has been ſaid, that concern all of us; 
and which ought to be regarded by the Peo- 
pe of Gov, as well as the Miniſters of the 
Goſpe!, 1. WE 
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; moſt ſollicitous Concern to maintain the he. 
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r. WE ſhould all be engag'd ſtedfaſtly to 
maintain the Truth and Aulurin of the Goſpel, 
againſt thoſe! that deny Reveald:Religion. |: \; 
Ts well known, that ſomeof the beſt Figure 
and. Conditioh in theſe Nations, and of the, beſt 
Eſtates, and of conſiderable Wit and Learning, 
have deſerted Chriſtianity to fall in withthe Prin- 
ciples of Deiſm. And how common is it for ſuch 
both to talk, and write, as if there were, no 


other Principles becoming a Man of Wiſdom 


how Penetration, but thoſe they call Principles 

of Reaſon, and, of Natural Religion | How fre- 
quently. has ſuch Converſation been brought 
of. late years into Clubs, and Company in 
this City; and into other Places of Concourſe 
for Health or Diverſion in this Kingdom? 
Yea, do we. not ſometimes. meet with Things 
of this Nature even in private Families, and 
moxe retir d Converſation? Tis what I have eſ- 


rait obſerx din ſome, yqhave a more than 


ordinary Taſte for modern and polite Learning, 
and who ſeem to ſtudy the, Decencies- of 
Tem per, Converſation, and Behaviour; thut 
82 are apt to impute all Humanity and goo 
rder of Things, to Principles different from 
cthoſe of Revelation, or at leaſt, to ſuch Prin- 


ciples as might be known without 2} 


Sucꝝ a State of Things, apprehend,calls fon a 
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of the Scriptures. This therefore (ſhould put us 
upon a diligent Search into the Reaſozs. of tlie 
Chriſtian Religion,” and the Proofs which we 
have of the Ixſpiration of the Prephetical and 
Apoftolical Writings: And we: ſhould fur- 


niſh our Minds and Memories, with all'thoſe,, 


Things that may. recommend the Chriftian 
Doctrine, and the Chriſtian Precepts : That 
ſo, whatever Attack is made upon Revegled 
Religion, we may be ready, with ſound Argu- 
ments, to vindicate the Form of ſound Morde de- 
liver'd in the Goſpel. And we ſhould render & 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, with ſuch Meek- 
eſs and Good- will, that thoſe we converſe with 
may ſee, we have no other End to gain upon 
them, or to ſerve by them, but to make thew 
as Bleſſed and Happy, as we expect the Grace 
of the Goſpel will make us. There are Things 
ſo great and important to be faid, in Recom- 
mendation of the Glorious Goſpel. of the Bleſſed 
Gop and our Saviour, that a meek and 
obliging Way of ! ſpeaking ſuch''Things, will 
ſurely carry them to the Hearts of Men. In 
ſuch a Manner as this, ſhould: we maintain the 
Authority, and Truth of the Goſpel, againſt 
them that deny, or doubt of n Re- 
ligian. 

2. WE ſhould. N oh ich the on 
* and diligently ſtudy them. 


HERI 
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HERE we have ſound Words ; ſuch as will 
abide the moſt critical Search and Fryal ; ſuch 
as will retain the fame Worth and Value, thro' 
all the Changes of Times and of Languages; 
and ſuch as will cure the Diſorders of the World, 


and the Diſeaſes of Mens Minds. Here we 


have that which will make abundant Amends 
for the utmoſt Labour and Study. I have 
heard it obſerv'd of late Years, 'That Reading 


the Scriptures is much neglected both, in ma- 
ny publick Aſſemblies, and in very many pro- 


feſſing Families; and the Compoſitions of Men are 
thought more profitable, and are more read 
than the Word of Go D. Many Students alſo, 
and even ſuch as are to make Divinity their 
Profeſſion, yet chooſe to ſpend their Time, 
rather in Studying other Books, and other 
Things, than in Studying the Scriptures. 
Whereas, this ought to be done in the firſt 
and chief Place, whilſt the other (as we have 
Opportunity) ſhould not be left undone. 1 
- SURELY, it is high time to call Men back 
to their BizLEs; and to aſſert the Excellen- 
cy and Perfection of theſe Scriptures ; that they 
may be more read, and regarded, and lived 
upon, by all ſuch as in general allow them to 
be the ozly Rule of Faith and Practice. Thor 
through thy ' Commandments (ſays David) haſt 
made me wiſer than mine Enemies; for they are 
? ever 
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ever with me. I have more Underſtanding than 
all my Teachers; for thy Teſt:monies are my Me- 
ditution; Plal. cxix. 98, 99. Much more may 
we ſay this, now the Revelation of the Mind 
and Will of Go p to the World, is * 
ed, and feald up. 
I N this, our firſt Reformers vin Popery 


—glory*d above all Things: And it was particu- 


larly enjoyn'd by publick Authority, in theſe 
Nations, That every Parſon, Vicar, Cu- 
* rate, c. ſhould be from Time to Time, exa- 
* min'd, How they profited in the Study of 

© the Holy Scriptures *.” And in Q. Elixa- 
beth's Time, there was a Proteſtation to be made, 
promis d, and ſubſcribd, by Perſons to be admit- 
ted into any Office, Room or Cure, or other Placa 
Eccleſiaſtical, in theſe Words; I ſhall read 
4 daily, at the leaſt, one Chapter of the Old 
« Teftament, and another of the New, with 

good Adviſement, to the increaſe of my 
* Knowledge +, ” 

WE that are Diſſenters (conſidering Our diſtin. 
guiſhing Principles) ſhould rather exceed what 
is here requir'd of the Clerzy of the E/tab!ſp. 
ment, than fall ſhort of it. And I wiſh to 

F GO d, 
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Injunctions of, K. Edw. VI. Anno 1547, Edit. 11. Or, 
Sparrow, And Ixjunctions by Q. Elizabeth, Anno 1559, 
Articles of Q Etz. anno 1564. p. 127. 
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Gov, it was the Ambition:of every one of us, 
to excel inthis Matter; namely, in a thoro' Ac- 
quaintance with the Scripture, and a ſtrict Ad- 
herence to it. 

30. WE ſhould carefully watch againſt every 
C 08 of the Chriſtian Docirine, or Depar- 


IX chere are any about us, who err from, 
or are defective in owning, what appears to 
be a neceſſary and Fundamental Truth of the 
Goſpel; we are certainly obliged to bear our Te- 


ſtimony againſt ſuch. And I hope, for my own 


part, I ſhall never be juſtly chargeable with a 
betraying the Truths of the Goſpel, through any 
Coldneſs or Indifferency, where I ſec Men are 
actual) oppoſing them, and endeavouring to 
bverthrow them. I would make it my-daily 
Prayer, That I may never be left of Go p: {5 
far, as to neglect any Duty, or part with any 
Truth, that my Lo RD has made weceſſary to 
Salvation: But, I confeſs, I have upon my Spi- 


rit an vixconquerable Dread of making any 
Thing neceſſary, whieh CHR1ST has ot made 


H ow then ſhall we judge, who they. are 
that corrupt the Goſpel, or that criminally de- 
part from it? The ſhorteſt, and ſureſt Rule to 
judge by, that occurs to me, is laid down in 
Gal. i. 8. Tho" ne, or an engel from Heaven 

preach 
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preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that we have 
preached to you, let. him be accurſed. Hence it ap- 
pears (fays Dr. Whitby) that a Man may err 
« fundamentally, not only by rejecting a funda- 
“ mental Article of Faith, but allo by Main- 
© tainingand Teaching inthe Name of CHRIST, 
Ihings annec ſſary, to be neceſſary, ſo as to 
ſay, Salvation cannot be obtain d without 
them.“ And again, he ſays; “ Mr, Walker 
and Grottus note, That the Apoſtle ſpeaks here 
only of Dockrines contrary to his Goſpel. But 
this Expoſition, is contrary to the very Words 


of the Apoſtle, who faith not, again, but 
Fap 0, beſides what IL have deliver d. And it 


is contrary to the Expoſition of the Fathers, 
St. Chryſoſtom, Oecumenius, among tne Greeks, 
and St, eAt;tiz, among the Latins, whoſe 
Note is this, He /aith nos, If they preach Things 
contrary, but if they preach Ihings never ſo lite 
tle different from the Goſpel Huf I have preach» 
ed to, you.” There is a good deal more 
added with an eye to the Papifts, by the Wri- 
ter I have mention'd *. I wonder that our 
Brethren of the Church of England, and all 


others who demand the receiving of any Thing 


different from the Goſpel, or additional to it, 
do not ſee the Force of ſuch Texts, and of 
ſuch a Way of Reaſoning upon thoſe Texts, 

F'2 in 


Annot. Vol. II. on Gal. i. 9. 
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in every other Inſtance, as well as in their 
Diſputes againſt the Romaniſts. 
Zur farther; where it plainly appears that 
Things Erroneous are uttered and taught by 
Men, Our firſt Endeavours muſt be to Convert 
ſuch. And we muſt carry it with great Pru- 
dence and Concern, leaſt that which is Lame 
ſbould be turned out of the Way, when it ought 
rather to be healed. This Caution and Warn- 
ing the Apoſtle gives us, in Heb, xii. 13. And 
he immediately adds, Follow Peace with all Men, 
and Holineſs, without which no Man ſball ſee the 
Lonxp. The beſt Way to reſtore Men, or to 
keep them from finally turning out of the Way, 
5, (not to lead them into doubt fal Diſputations, 
but) to ſhew a prevailing Regard to Peace and 
Holineſs. Again, If any of you do Err from the 
Truth, (ſays St. James) and one Convert him; 
Let him know, that He who converteth the Sinner 
from the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave a Soul from 
ll Death, and ſbal hide @ Multitude of Sins, Chap. 
1 v. ver. laſt. | | + vine 
it Tr our Endeayours ſhould not ſucceed to Con- 
vert ſuch as Err from the Truth; then we are 
| to take the beſt Methods we can, to prevent 
| the publiſbing of their Errors, and infecting others. 
| 


We muſt offer our ſtrongeſt Reaſons in Confu- 
tation of their erroneous Opinions; but we 
ſhould never go about to ſuppreſs them, by 

W ting 
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fixing odious Names upon them, or treating their 
Perſons with Severity, and Reſentment, much 
leſs with Inſult and Injuſtice. Suppoſe we ſhould 
call a Man, who Errs from Truth, by the 
Name of ſome former Here:ick ; and he ſhould 


be able to clear himſelf, from che odious Impu- 


tations, which that Name would faſten upon 
him; why, then the Conſequence will be, that 
bis Ervor ſtill remains, and he will prove as to 
be guilty of ſcandalous and falſe Reports; and 
ſo our Ignorance or Il will, in the End, will ex- 
poſe us to the Reflections of By-ſtanders, and 
Truth may poſſibly ſuffer too through our n- 
bappy Management. It is not by calling Names, 
or venting Paſſions, but by Arguments, and Pray- 
ers, and Charity, that Goſpel Truths muſt be de- 
fended, as at firſt they were propagated in the 
World. A gentle Treatment may reſtrain thoſe 
Errors, which Roughneſs and Severity will 
provoke and embolden Men to ttzr and de- 
fend; and by Exciting the Compaſſion of Others 
towards them, may give their Errors the grea- 
ter Spread. 

Tove it muſt alſo be added, that in 
ſuch a Caſe as the Apoſtle deſcribes in the Epi- 
file to Titus, Hereticks are to be rejected by us. 
That is, when they are Subverted, and Sin, and 
are Self-condemnzd, and this notwithſtanding 
our repeated admoniſbing of them. And if Any 


conſent 
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oonſent not to mholeſome Words, even the Words 
of our LORD Jesus CHRIST, and to the 
| Doitrine which is according to Goalineſs ; We are 
directed what Judgment to form of them, (as. 
<proud and dot ing and the like,) and from ſuch to 
withdraw our ſelves, 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. 

4. LET us be ſure to lee up a due Veneration 
to the very Words of Scripture, and the Form of 

ſpeaking there. 

TE Papiſts have made very light of the 
Words, of Scripture. Biſhop Taylor, among other 
Quotations out of the popiſh Writers, has this ve- 
ry ſhocking one, from Cardinal Hoſius; * © That 

. # the Words of Scripture being uttered in the 
' © Sexſe of the Church, are the expreſs Words 
4 * of God; but uttered in any other Senſe, are 
not the expreſs Word of Gop,. but rather 
of the Devil”. Surely nothing fhould be 
done or ſaid amongſt Proteſtants,” that has the 
leaſt Tendency to ſupport this Profanenels, and 
Contempt put upon the Words of Scripture * 
the Papiſts. 

5 THERE is no need to repeat what was ſaid 
5 before, concerning mere Words: or Expreſſions ; 
Hut ſurely the great Truths of the Goſpel may 
be allowad to be uf made known in the 


Words 


” 
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1 De expreſſo Dei Verbo. Taylor's Polemical Diſcourſes. 
'F 2 . 


— 


8 — 1 _ — 


at an Ok DñI NATION. 47 
Words of the Goſpel. All Arguings that ſepa- 


rate the Words of Scripture from the Truths of 


Scripture, and then depreciate thoſe Words, are 
ſophiſtical. But thus taken together, it appears 
ſafeſt and moſt adviſeable in ſome Caſes to keep 
wholly to ſuch Words. When we ſpeak of the 
Nature of Gop, as in the great Doctrine of 
the TRIN IT; and when we ſpeak of the 
Decrees of Go * as in the Points of Election, 
effectual Grace, &c; Whatever Words we make 
ule of to ſhew our Notions of theſe "Things, yet 
we ſhould not infiſt upon any Words but thoſe 
of the Hol GHosr, as of Neceſſity to be receiv- 


ed. For, ſince we all allow the Infwmite Nature, 


and the Eternal Decrees of Gop, to be infinite- 


ly above both our Expreſſion and Conception; 


it muſt therefore be moſt ſafe, and beſt be. 
coming us, to reſt ſatisfyd with thoſe very 
Words and Expreſſions in which GO p has Pd 
fit to make known Himſelf. And I confeſs, I 
am not able to diſcern, how thoſe of differing 


Opinions can ever meet, and fit down in Peace, 
but by following St. Auſtins Expedient, when 
diſputing with a Maniches: 


Nen ego te, nec 
tu me, ſed ambo audiamus Apoſtolum. Nei- 
wm will I hear thee, ſo as to be deter- 
in'd by thy Words; nor do I expect thou 
pts hear me, ſo as to be concluded by 
mine, 
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mine; but ler us both bear the Apoſtle ** 
WI : EIA rag | : yi; 


* Thus Bp. Crofts thought the Diſputes about the Arian 
Hereſy, might have been prevented, or at leaſt would ſoon 
have expir d, had all been oblig'd to keep ſtrictly to the 
Wards of Scripture. He writes thus * * Had that moſt Pru- 


dent and moſt Pious Conſtantino the firſt, and beſt of Chri- 


< {tian Emperors, purſu d his own Intentions to ſuppreſs all 
* Diſputes, aud all new Queſtions of God the Son, both 
* FHomtoouſiot and Homoiouſian, and cominanded all to 

© acquieſce in the very Seripeure Expreſſions without 


any Addition, I am contiden: the Arian Hereſy had 


* ſoon expir'd : Bur by continual Diſputation, the Hear of 
* Paſſion was rais'd, and the Matter purſu d with far more 
Violence, which ar length grew into Rancour and Ma- 


„ lice irrecontileable. For, ſome godly Biſbep (I humbly 
< conceive more zealous than diſcreet) would not reſt ſa- 


* risfy'd unleſs the Arians were forc'd either ro ſubſcribe 


= to the Word Homocuſian, or to quit their Livings. This 


us'd chat great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where 

1 yak Arians prevaii'd. Whereas by Silence impos'd on 
« all Parties, the Malice, Rancour, Perſecution, War, had 

* all been prevented; and the Truth ſpoken in Love, would 
tat length moſt probably have prevail'd. For was not 
* the Gi ſpel at firſt planted this Way; Preaching and Pray- 
« ing Men to receive it? By this Way of Weakneſs it pre- 
* vail'd; for the weak Things of God, are ſtronger than 


„Men. But when Men will be wiſer than Gov, and in 
their fooliſh Wiſdom think it fir to add their Strength to 


„Gop's Weakneſs, as a ſpeedier and ſurer Way to eſta- 
bliſn the Truth, Goo, to convince them of their Folly, 
* ſuffers chat ſtrong Man the Enemy of the Goſpel (whom 

* none but his Almighry Arm can bind and maſter) 


, to come and ſow his Tares of Diviſion, which ſoon ovet- 


runs the gocd Seed of the Church, and brings all to 
— 2. Confuſion. | 


BE”. ACE AMES... .. 
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n un ORDINATION. 49 
I phaialy ſee that all good Men are of a Side in 
theic honouring the Scripture, as to the Sexſe and 
Subſtance of it: And I hope there will be no abid- 
ing Diſguſts or Differences, about ſuch an ho- 
nouring the Words of Scripture, as that which 
I have mentjon'd. In thoſe high Points which 
relate to the Nature, and the Decrees of Gob, 
the ſeveral Claſſes of Chriſtians, and the va- 
rious Churches of CuxisT, will never come to 
Jpeak the ſame Thing ſo as that there ſhall be 
no Diviſions, (1 Cor. i. 10.) till they all keep 
to the Words of our Loro JESUS CHRIST. 
I ſpeak this in the Sincerity of my Heart: And 
if any ſhould be offended at it, I ſhall in part 
lament my own Unhappineſs, that what others 
account Wrong, is ſo very evidently the Truth 
to me, that I am conſtrain'd to ſpeak it: And 
I ſhall on other Accounts lament the Evil of 
the Times in which we live, being ſuch as 
thoſe complain'd of by one of the Ancients, 
In quibus nec vitia noſtra pati poſſumus, nec Re- 
media; in which we can neither bear the Faults 
that are amongſt us, nor their proper Remed ies. 
5. LET us not content ourſelves in owning or 
maintaining one Point of Faith; bu: let us ſhew 
4 juſt Contern for, ana hold faſt the whole Coun- 
ſel of God. 
THERE js a certain Eagerneſs in the Tem- 
pers of ſome, and a Narromneſs in the Capa- 
G , Cites 


50 cA-SERMON: Preach'd 
cities of others, that when they are intent up- 
on one Thing, they are altogether. unmindful 
of another: But the thorough Chriſtian, and 
truly wiſe Man, is one, Who has his Eyes and 
Thoughts always about him; and will never 
run into ſuch a diſproportion'd Zeal for one 
Part of the Chriſtian Revelation, as to give Ad- 
: vantage to thoſe who lie in wait to cor rupt 
or diſparage other Parts of it; or act ſo as to lay 
the Way open, for a common Enemy to at- 
tack the whole Chriſtian Faith. 
WñũENEVER Diſtinctions are made amongſt 
Chriſtians, by advancing ſome one Point, above 
others which our LORD Jesvus CHRIST has 
made 4 neceſſary to be contended for; tis 
highly proper and requiſite to be upon our 
Watch, in Defence of the whole Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. And ſurely he, who is concern'd 

for all Truth as it is in JesUs, mult ſhew him- 
ſelf a better and wiler Man, than he who 
ſpends his Time and Zeal in ſome one Cauſe 
on which he happens. And when once a Di- 
ſpute upon any Thing important in Religion, 
comes to be manag'd fo, as that the common 
Sort of Chriſtians are made to believe, a/! Re- 
ligion depends upon the Iſſue of the Debate in 
hand; there is great need to be watchful leaſt 
ot her Points of Faith, and all the Precept: of 
Tags ſhould be 3 
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at un OR DI NATION. 51. 
; Tm1s ought the more to be watch'd againſt *» 

becauſe, as the incomparable Mr. Hales of Ea- 
ton obſerves, © There is a marvellous Violence 
4 of the weaker Sort in maintaining their 
4 Conceits, if once they begin to be opiniona- 
4 tive. For one Thing there is, that wonder- 
fully prevails againft the reclaiming of them, 
« and that is the naval Jealouſy they have 
© of all that is ſaid unto them by Men of 
© better Wits, ſtand it with Reaſon never ſo 
good, if it ſound not as they would have 
fr | © it.” But I may add, Tf Things ſound 
ve right unto ſuch People, ſome Shibbolerh or o- 
as ther, ſhall be made to ſtand for- every Thing 
15 elſe in Religion, and become the Standard 
* for trying Men: And then, if we are not 
of very : watchful to ſecure tlie zegleFed Parts of 
d Religion, it will be in Danger ol Bacrat.. 
N- Contempt. 
10 Ix the la# Place; Let us take Cite ſo to 
ſe | maintain Love, as nor to give ap the Faith of 
M- | the Goſpel ; and ſo to hold faſt the Faith, as 
n, || wot o  Aeftroy the wage which ij in Canis 
on Jesus. 
le- Ir we are careful "y Tecure the seen 
in of the Scriptures, and to keep cloſe to them, 
als and to deal with thoſe that would pervert 
of chem, and that err from them, as we have 

now _—; I am perſuaded we {hall be ac- 
1s G 2 quitted 
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52 cASrrmon Preacha 
quitted before Go o, as holding fait the Faith 
ac:ording to the Appointment of the Goſpel, 

Ax that we may hold and ſecure the 
Faith, ſo as alſo to maintain the Love which is 
in CHRIST IESs Us, we ſhould take care, 
in all Matters of Opinion, either upon parti- 
cular Texts of Stripture, or with reference to 
the Truths themſelves more generally believ d 
| amongſt us; to have a due Regan: to theſe 

Three Things : E 
Hurſe, To conſider that a Perſon, w ho differs 

Fn us in ſome Opinions, or s, May 
poſſibly think as truly of Things as We > per- 
haps moro tra. 
| Secondly, I's we are aſſured i in 88 that 
ſuch as differ from us do not think ſo #raty, yet 
if they uſe the Means God has appointed, and 
are humble, and diligent and ſincere in cheir 
ſearches after Trath, we muſt allow, that they, 
may be accep:en of Go p at laſt, as well as our 
ſelves. And therefore. _ 

Thirdly, W are to carry it toward them, as 
Thoſe that may be in the right, if the Opinions 
and Arguments on each Side are probable, and 
the Matters about which we differ, are not 
capable of a certain and infallible Determina- 
tion; Or at leaſt, they ſhould be treatad by us, 
as thoſe that may be accepted with Gop not wich- 
e their involuntary Miſtakes. 


1 
4 a + * 


THERE 


at an ORDINATION. 33 
THERE isa Paſſage in Mr. Hales of Eaton's 
Sermon, of Dealing with Erring Chriſtians, that 
carries the regard to theſe Things as far as I 
would wiſh. © A better Way (ſays he, for the 
« C hurches Peace) my Conceit cannot reach 
4 unto, than that we would be willing to think, 
that thoſe Things, which with ſome ſhew of 


c Probability we deduce from Scripture, are at 


the beſt but o“ Opinions. For the perem 
« rory manner of ſetting down our own CU 
« cluſions, under > 4 high Gommanding Form 
&« of neceſſary Truths, is generally one of the 
«< greateſt Cauſes which keeps the Churt 
q Day ſo far aſulnder; When as a gtacious ne- 
* „rig of each other, by murual Forhear- 
<« ance in this Kind, might peradventuro in 
time bring them nearer together,, 


To this great and good End, may the Servi- 
ces, and Prayers, of this Day be accepted 


and bleſſed. And now may He, who is 
aſcended on bigh and has receiv'd Gifts for 
Men, beitow upon us all his Holy Spirit; 
as a Spirit of Light and Kyonledge, of 
Life and Tęal and Vigor in the way of 
our Duty, and as a Spirit of Love and 
Charity. Amen, 
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die forbear, avd blot it out after One. p. 33.1. loft, read their. 
B. 48; in the note, for Homoiouſier. read Homie %s. 
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P a0 Eo 
And fay to Archippus; 
| Take beed to the Mini- 


" | -— fry which thu haft re- 
6 . ceived of the Lord, that 


; | 42:-bow ae it. 


E Tom 4 St. Paul $ 

& Epiſtle to Philemon, that 

& oArchippus, who is here 

A & {poken of, was that 
XL Apolile's Felow-Soldier ; a 

* D that is, he was ingag d 

not only in the ſame holy Warfare, but 


the ſame facred Miniſtry with himſelf. 
Perhaps, having been lately recelv'd in- 


80 


— 


r 
o 


1 
. 
ls 
| 


ö — 
SIT ACC. 
— 


: 7 = = In — — = 
* — | : — — K —_— — 1 
* — — 3 " eo. 1 y — * * * 2 - — * 8 S 24 D 7 - ws, = * — * Dy —_ * * * — et g a. ü a a 
— * =» abt he down ll ih — 8 * 121 . 93 EA 1 * — — 2 * © 7 4 > * 4 22 pd — N . of EDIT a * . : ® _ . 
f a | ; __ 1 ya % 8 tu * * * + 2 os 4 18 2 ><, — " — » * 
: 2 — > « 1 E 4 - "oy 12 n 1 12 p 8 — . gots l 1 "> 
| SS "FE ET da: ace ENS as rn —— AAA oo | * * 
— : L — \ g 32 + 7 a - WEI BE — < 
—— 3 — a — 4 - - * + + 2 ; - 8 — 5 —— * m — * 
* _ - as * — — — an J — 
n wa T ; - ©. —— eo —P— — * * F 
8 - 9 ng * _ — — 
— — wi. — — oy ace * © ow 


* 
3 
p ˙ EC EL I 
EC _— 


3 
wok 


The CHRAAGE. 
to that Office *, the Apoſtle, writing 
to theſe Colohans. to whom He was par- 
ticularly related, thought it proper ant! 
ſeaſonable, by a ſerious Admonition to 
ſtir him up to his Duty: Reckoning 
that he could not be preſs'd too earneſt- 
Iy, to take heed tg the Miniſtry which he hal 
receiv d of the LORD, that he might fall-⸗ 
fil it. 

THE Miniſtry 'mhich he had received, Is 
call'd, ] but it does not therefore 
follow that eArchippus, was no more than 
2 Deaceu? For the Words Ader and 

Alara) often refer to any Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry. The / Apoſtolical Otte itlelf is cal- 
_ ri, ed Alva, or 2 Deazonſhip, tho! we 
. _ tranſlate it Office only, And St. Paul 
ſtiles himſelf 4 , or a Deacon, tho 

kpheſ. ii. WE tranſlate it « Miniſter barely. And 
7. he tells his Diſciple Tmothy, that if he 
did but follow the Directions which he 

gave him, he would be a good Miniſter, 

1 Tim . or Dearon of IESus Cur, _ Safely 
6. therefdre may we with Calvin +, reckon 
this Archippss a Biſhop 0 or Presbyter in 


| the 
* FLIER de M. Daille, fur VEviſtre aux Coloſs. 
erm. XLIX. + Inſtit. Lib. IV. c. ill. Sect. 7. 


Tbe C H AR GE. 57 
the Church of Coloſo, tho St. Jerom F 
makes him but a Deacon. 

Soux indeed have queſtion i whe- | 
ther he: had any ſtated Office in that I 
Church, and. among theſe is our Dr. 
Whitby" who does not leem to think it 
credible, that St. Paul ſhould ſend to the 
a People of Coloſs, to admoniſh their Mi- 

niſter of his Duty. But if that be the 


. IR. Ld 


Ty to him that labour'd among them in 
ly the Word and Doctrine? In this Re- 
on ſpe& the Caſe will be much the: ſame, 
in- whether we look upon him as direct Pa- 
he ſtor of the au. Church, or as Bare 
ols. "__ 

7. + In Loc. and in Philemon. * 


$ main Difficulty, it need not much dif- 
courage us. For as it is the ſtanding | 
Work of Miniſters to inftru& and ex- | 
d hort their · People, ſo is it not at alb un- | 
. becoming or unſuitable, for the People | 
[- upon Occaſion to admoniſh their Mini- _ 
© | fters. However, the preſent Admoni- | 
ul tion came from St. Paul. And what | 
0 could be more proper than for the Apo- 1 
id ſtle after a great many needful Exhor- | 
1 tations given to that Church, to add | 
1C ene ſeaſonable Admonition in the Cloſe, | | 
| 
| 
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The CHARGE. 
plying the Place of Epaphras in his Ab- 
ſence. The Apoſtle would have him re- 
member that his Miniſtry was received of 
the Lo RD, by whatever Hands it was 
immediately committed to him at his 
Ordination. And he wou'd have him 
rule Heed to his Miniftry, to fulfil 11. That 
is, conſider thoroughly the Office which 
He had receiv'd, and completely diſ- 
charge it, as in the Sight, and under the 
Infpe&ion of Go p, to whom he would 
be accountable. 

AN p a very ſeaſonable Admonition 
this is, for all of us that are engag'd in 
the fame ſacred Miniſtry, and more 
eſpecially for Lou, who before Gov, 
Angels and Men, have been this Day 
-confecrated to Service in that Office. 
Give me Leave then (my Dear Bre- 
thren) to apply to you the Words of 
St. Paul; and to fay to every One of 
you, with ſome Concern, and yet with 
a Freedom that ſuits ſuch an Occaſion 
as this; Let me beſeech and intreat, 


| nay, you muſt allow me to charge you, 


to take Herd to the Miniſiry which you 


have received of" the L ORD, that Jeu 
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I CANNOT indeed ſuppoſe but that 

You that have been train'd up in order 

to this Service, and have tor ſome Tung 

been ingag'd in preparatory and ini- 

tiatory Labours, with ſo much Accep- 

tance from Men, and ſuch Tokens of a 

Divine Prefence alſo; You whoſe Se- 

riouſneſs of Spirit, and Unblameableneſs 

of Converſation, has been ſo well At- 

teſted, both in the Courſe of Your Stu- 

dies, and fince You have been in the 

Capacity of Candidates; You that in 

the Preſence of ſo great an Aſſembly, 

and in fo ſolemn a Manner, have juſt 

now proſeſs d your Readineſs, and bound 

yourſelves to this Service; I cannot, I 

lay, ſuppoſe, but that ſuch as You, muſt 

upon this Day of your Dedication, Con- 

” ſecration, or Inveſtiture, have your Spirits 

if warm, and your Thoughts cloſely in- 

5 gag d: And for that Reaſon I hope what 
h 
n 
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I have to offer, will be the more agree- 


able, have the more eaſy Admiſſion, and 
make the deeper Impreſſion, | 


g Mx Advice to you, will fall under 
"Ys Six Heads. Remember, I beſeech youſ® 
I the Awiulneſs of your Office; attghd to 


the Work of it; take diligent 7 of 
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60 The CHARGE. 
the Flock of God; be prudent i in your 
Cond uct; careful of your Tempers ; and 
regular in your Lives: And fo will you 
anſwer the Call to Archippus, and effe- 
ctually take Heed to the Miniſtry which 


you have received of the Lord, that you 
fa ill it. 
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V RENE MBER the Awfulneſs of 
your Office. No Office can be more 
ſublime, or more important, than that 
of the ſacred Miniſtry which you have 
now taken upon you: None therefore 
can require greater Care or Diligence. 
You had need take Hecd to it. Tis plain 
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3 the bleſſed Apoſtles themſelves thought 
4 this no more than was needful, even in 
1 their own Caſe, when they ſo feel ſaid, 
| has vi. We will give ourſelves continually unto Pray- 
Wl. +4 er, and to the Miniſtry of the Word, You 
| 4 0 have receiv* this Office of the LOR D, and 
8 to Him you are accountable. We that 
„ bave been now with ſo much Satisfaction, 
bl laying our Hands upon you, have but 


1 (as far as we could judge) ſignify'd his 
1 Will concerning you, and committed this 
A Office to you from Him. His Authority 
4 y oy whom R_ Office comes to you, 
Ul ought 
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The CHARGER. GE 
ought to affect and influence you in the 

whole of it. Remember tho? there is no 
ſmall Dignity attending the Office which 

you have taken upon you, yet there's 
a great deal of Difficulty in it too; and 
perhaps never more than in ſuch a Day 
as this is. Now if ever, may we well 

cry out, Who i ſufficient ? In the Primj- 2 Cor. 
tive Times, many a Man has run away | 

when he has been calPd to it: And in- 

deed no Man that conſiders, and is well 
aware of the yaſt Importance of it, can 

accept it without Trembling. 

Lx r each of you then think, that you 

this Day hear thoſe awful Charges of St. 

Paul ſounding in your Ears: I give thee 1 Tim. vi. 
Charge in the Sight of God, and before 3, 14. 
Jesus CHRIST, who before Pontius Pi- 

late witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou 

keep the Commandment (concerning thy 
Miniſtry) without Spot, Unrebukeab!e, un. 
til the appearing of our LoxD JEsvs 
CHrrisT. And ] charge thee therefore, 2 Tim. 
before Go p, and the LoRD JESUS 1 
Cux1sT, who ſhall judge the Quick and the 

Dead at his appearing, and his Kingdom, 
preach the word; be inſtant, in Seaſon, out 

of Seejon ; : re; rove, W exhort, with all 


Lang- 


| 


1 Pet. v 


2 Cor. v. 


19, 20. 
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Long: ſuſfering and Doctrine. Methinks ts 
not poſſible for any thing to be more af- 
fecting than ſuch Charges as theſe, which 
teach all in the Miniſtry, and as much 
belong to you (my Brethren,) as if your 
Names had been particularly inſerted i in 
them. It highly concerns you never to 
forget them: And if you act but under 


the Influence of them, you cannot but ac- 


quit yourſelves well. 

Vous Office in the Nature of it is a 
great Truſt, and tlie Holy Scriptures re- 
preſent it as ſuch, in the Titles which it 
gives to thoſe unto whom it is commit» 
ted. 1 | 

You are to be Shepherds; and there- 


fore ſhould be provident and tender, 


. watchful and faithful, and then when the 

Chief Shepherd ſball appear, you (ball receive 

4 Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 
Lou are to be Embaſſadors for CurisT, 


in the ſtanding Part of that Office: For 


you are to pray People in CHRIS T's Stead 
to be reconcild to Gop, To you is the 
Word of Reconciliation committed; and you 
are to N the Treaty of Peace, be- 

tween 


1 * 
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1. See Bp. Burnet of the Paſtoral Care. Chap. * 


The CNRAR F. 
tween an offended Go p and finful Men, 
and to beſeech and intreat them, and 
urge the moſt moving Arguments you 
can to engage them, to believe in Cunxsr, IL 
and through him return back again to 
Gov, that they may be Happy. Take 
care to maintain the Dignity of your 
Character, and his Honour from whom 
you receiv'd it: And keep the great End 
of Your Office ſtill in your Eye. 
You are to be Angels in the Church 
in common with the Paſtors i in Aſia, to 
whom the Apocalyprical Epiſtles were 
F directed. Imitate thoſe Bleſſed Spirits 
that are above, in Purity and 'Zeal, and 
in Concern for the Glory of Gov, and 
F the Good of the Souls of Men. 
You are to be Watchmen: Anſwer 
that Character alſo, by your Diligence 
5 and Faithfulneſs in giving warning upon 
all Occaſions both to the Righteous and 
id the Wicked. And be more afraid of 
„ nothing than of having the Blood of Souls 
to anfwer for, which is what the Prophet xe. i. 


© Was told he muſt expect, if People dy d 15, 25 
, || in their iniquity, without Warning gi- 


ven. 
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The CHARGE 
You are to be Builders in God's Houſo. 


Take care to lay a Foundation that will 
hold, even that which is laid in the Goſpel, 


x Cor. ni. which is CHRIST JESUS : And build upon 
14. 12,13. % Foundation, not Wood, Hay, and Stub- 


9. 


ble, but Gold, and Silver, and precious 
Stones; remembring that - every Man 
Work {bal be made manifeſt; the Day ſhall 


| declare it. 


You are to be Labourers i in God s Vine- 
yard, and to be employ di in ſowing and 
planting, and watering, and cultivating 
the Ground, wherever your Miniſtry is 


1 Cor. ii. exerciſed. You are to be labourers together 


with Gov: And what an Honour is it, to 
work together with him, and under him, 
in order to the advancing his Kingdom, 
the repairing his Image, and the reſcuing 


of poor Souls from Hell and Damnation] 


x Cor. iv. Lou are to be Stewards of the Myſteries 


2, 2. 


of God, and therefore it highly concerns 


you to be faithful. To you has He in a 


ſpecial Manner committed, the higheſt 
and nobleſt, and moſt important Truths 
He has tho't fit to reveal to Mankind. Be 


true to Your Truſt. Be ſenſible of the 


Dignity of Your Office, and careful to 
ſupport it, and to do nothing unworthy 
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of it: And be more concern'd to deſerve 


the Honour that is due to it, than to make 


Complaints if you ſhould find the want of 


it. And let it be often in your Thoughts, 


that your Account hereafter will be an- 
ſwerable to your Truſt at preſent. © 


II. una to the Work of your Of. 
fice, in all the Parts of it, with Care and 


Exactneſs, that none may be omitted. Fill 


up all Miniſterial Functions with that 
Seriouſneſs and Diligence, that none may 


have any Reaſon to charge you with any 


remarkable Failure, in what properly be- 
longs to you. Remember you are ſet 
apart to the Office, not ſo mucli that 
you may have the Honour, as that you 
may be ſtrictly oblig'd to do the Work of 
it. Be admoniſiid then by St. Paul, and 


1 
— 


make full Proof of your Miniſtry. Fill it 2 Tim.iv! 


Diligent in diſcharging each Part, as you 
have Calls and Opportunity. Let not 


either Doctrine, n or * mow be 
forgotten by you. | 


1. TaxE Heed to your Deddrive.) os. 
ten conſider, that as you are Miniſters yu 


are in a peculiar Manner intruſted wich 
1 that 


up in every Part, and be Faithful and) 


IT, 
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that heavenly Doctrine, which the Bleſs 
fed Jxsus Publiſh'd, and by which we 
2 Tim. ii, are to be ſav d. This very Dotirave has 
1 been now committed to you, by us who 

ordain'd you; and you have entred into 
Bonds to keep it. I beſeech you Bre- 
thren, remember your Bonds. Keep 
_ vi. that which is committed to your Truſt. 
| Keep it fafe, that it may not be loſt, 

1 Tim. i. And keep it pure, auoiding profane and. 
* vain Bablings, and Oppoſitions of Sciente 
falfly ſo called; which fame profeſſing, have 

erred concernins the Faith. Hold faſt 

the Form of ſound Words, which the 

: Tim. i. ered Scriptures deliver; and teach no 
other Doctrine, than that of the Apoſtles. 

By altering it, you would be falſe to 

your Ingagements: And by attempt- 

ing to add to it, you would but take 
from it. Had you not appear'd to us 
apt to teach, that is, capable of Teach- 
ing, and diſpos'd to teach it, we durſt 
not have pretended to Ordain you; 
for our ſo doing had been againſt the 
1 Tim. ii. Apoſtles Canon, which to us is a 
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great deal more, than to go againſt 


> the Canons or Determinations of the 
: Graveſt or Wiſeſt Councils that ever 
2 - fate. 
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fate. Let me therefore. put you in "+ 266% 
membrance, to ſtir ap the Gift of Go 
which is in es no Application 
be wanting on your Part. 1» your Dos Tit. li. 7, 
Grine ſbem Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sins 
cerity, ſound Speech that cannot be ton. 
demned ; that he that is of the. coutra- 
5 Part, may be aſham d, having ub evil 
Thing to [ay of you, And let your Do- 
ctrine be peaceable, and tend to Love 
as well as Pure and Sound. * 
therefore | Queſtions and S:rifes of Wards, © ” 
whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, 
Evil Surmiſings, and perverſe Diſputings. 
And let your Doctrine be Scriptural, 
and then will you be moſt ſafe, and 
at the fame time you'l have the belt 
Ground to hope it will have the de- 
ſign d Effect; and you't be bet able t 
anſwer for it. 
2. Taxt Heed tothe Worſhip of Goo, 
that as far as you are concern'd, it be 
manag d regularly. When you come to 
be Paſtors, take Care that no Part of 
Divine Worſhip, be either omitted ot 
indecently perform d. 

LET not the pablick Reading of the 
Scriptures in conſiderable Portions at 
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Acts xv. once, be wav'd. If Moſes in old Time mas 


21. 


read in the Synagogues every Sabbat h- Day, 


I think there is to the full as much Rea · 
ſon, that CHRIST and his Apoſtles, 


and the Writings of the New - Teſtament, 


as well as the Old, ſhould be now read 
in-each worſhipping W every 
Lord -Day. 

IN publickly offering up the Requeſts 
of thoſe among whom you ſpend your 
Pains, and in paying their Acknowledg- 
ments to the Great Go.p, be always 
grave, and ſerious, and pertinent. Let 
your publick Prayers and Praiſes be the 
Fruit of your private Meditation, ſut- 
table to particular Exigencies, Circum- 
ſtances, and Occaſions, agreeable to the 
Rule and Patterns of Scripture, and as 
far as your Memories will ſerve his 
in Scriptural Language. 

Lu x the Ordinance of Singing, white 
you may be: concern'd, be manag'd 
grayely ; ſo that it may neither be re- 
markable for its rude Inharmoniouſneſs 
on the one hand, nor any thing of a 
fantaſtical Niceneſs on the other.. 


In your Preaching, remember con- 


tinually whom you perſonate, upon 


whoſe 


* 
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whoſe Errant you are ſent, and what it 
is you are to be aiming at; and that 

will help you in your Preparation to 

appear in Publick, and in your Delivery 

| and Deportment too. Aim no farther 

at pleaſing Men in your Preaching, than 

is neceſſary to their Edification. Shun 
Curioſity, and yet avoid Slovenlineſs. 

; Mix no Tares with the good Seed of 

e the Word. I charge you before the Lo x b, 2 Tim. f. 

0 and St. Paul gives me a Warrant for it, 

5 That you ſtrive not about Words, to no 

t Profit, but to the ſubverting of jour Hear- 

e ers. Study to ſhem yourſelves approved 

by unto GOD, Woarkmen that noed not be 

= aſhamed , rightly N the Word of 

e Truth. 

18 EN DEAVOUR to inſtruct wiſely: Lay 

u, à good Foundation, by poſſeſſing the 

W People whom you miniſter to, with a 

re juſt Senſe of general Truths, fuch ts the 

'd Being and Providence of Go p, the Di- 

e- vinity of the Scriptures, and the Truth 

fs of the Chriſtian Religion, by which the 

a particular Truths that we frequently 

. hear of, are to be ſupported. Inſiſt moſt 

n- upon thoſe Things that are moſt im- 

on FRO: Inftrut your Hearers eareful- 


ole ly 
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ly in the Nature of the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant entred into by Baptiſm, and to be 
rene wd at the Lon p's-Table, Do 
what you can to convince them how 
ſhameful a Thing it is for them to pre- 
tend to paſs for Profeſſors, twenty, or 
thirty, or forty Years or more, (as is 
but too common) without ever renew+ 
ing the Baptiſmal Covenant. Often 
and freely ſhew them, the wretched De- 


generacy of humane Nature, the Ne 


ceſſity of a Revere, the Greatneſs 
of his Loye, and the Riches of his Grace, 
the Nature and Neceſſity of Regene- 
ration, the Way of Goſpel Forgiveneſs, 
and Juſtification, the ſanctifying Me- 
thods of the Sy1x1T, the Nature and 
Neceſſity of Repentance and Faith, 
Hope and Love, and other Chriſtiaa 
Graces; the. Evil of Sin, and the Beau- 
ty of Holineſs, and the whole Compaſs 
of Moral Duty, with both its Natural 
and Evangelical Grounds; and the Rea- 
lity and Certainty of future Rewards 
and Puniſhments, as the Scripture has 
repreſented them. Let ſuch as theſe be 
the Subjects which you moſt frequently 
inſiſt on: And i in your Diſcourſes an 

: them, 
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them, don't overſhoot your Hearers, 
but fait their Capacities. Endeavour 
firſt to inform their Judgments, and 
then afterwards to move their Aﬀe- 
ctions. Strive to impreſs your Own 
Hearts firſt, and then you'l be the more 
likely to do Good to others. And to 
carry you with Warmth through thk 
Part of your Service, Conſider that 
you are to be 4 Sævour of Death unto _ f. 
Death, or @ Savour of Life unto Life to 16. 
them that hear you. 

To Preaching add Catechizing, elpe- 
cially of thoſe of the younger Sort. This 
will be a good Way to make Sermons 
more profitable to them by Degrees. 

Do what you can to prevail with 
People to bring their Childten to pub- 
liek Baptiſm. This is the common Way 
in all the Reformed Churches, but 
among us. And I am afraid the Want 
of it has had ill Effects. 

Ap when you are calld to admi- 
niſter the other Sacrament of the Lok p' 
Supper, do what in you lies that it 
may be celebrated with due Devoti- 
on: and ſo manag'd, as that a ſuper- 
1 Love to our Leap IESsUSC 
© CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, and an hearty undiſſembled 
Affection to all his Real Followers, 
{who are all Brethren and Fellow- 
Members) which are the two great 
Ends of that facred Inſtitution, may 
be thereby prom oted. 

Txvs managing your Worſhip, you 


may hope to be Inſtrumental in train- 
ing up many for Heaven, and the Bleſ- 


ſedneſs of the Upper World. But, 
3. Nxrrukx is Diſcipline, a Thing 
to be neglected by you; for there is 


moſt certainly great Need of it, in its 


Place. But as to that, I muſt adviſe 
you rat her to be Conſcientious Practi- 
cers of Duty, than buſy Affecters of 
Power. The former may perhaps pro- 


duce Regard; but the latter is more 


likely to procure , in 1 


an Age as ours. 


Tao? you muſt not in any Caſe take 
upon you to judge of the Hearts of 


others, yet I think you may as juſtly 


claim a Right to judge with Reference 


to your own Actions as Miniſters, as 
the People you miniſter to, may a Right 
to judge of their Actions in their more 


private Stations: Nor can it reaſonably 
be 


K 
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be difallow'd you to make a Diffe- 
rence between thoſe in whom there is 
an Appearance of Regularity and Se- 
riouſneſs, and the Profane or Scan- 
dalous. Admit not all that offer im. 


diſcriminately to either Sacrament. And 


yet be not ſo aſſuming, as to pretend to 


frame Terms of Communion yourſelves, 


ſor o baſe, as upon any Iuducement to 


incourage that Inclination in others. Bap- 
tize not the Children of ſuch as are un- 
der Scandals, until they profeſs their Re- 
Xentange. Admit none to the Loxp's- 
able that are either groſsly ignorant, 


profane, or immoral. And if any ſuch 
are in Communion, and not reclaimed 
after Admonition, caſt them out, and 


own them not for Brethren, till their Re« 
p=ntance. 


AND when you are diſcourſing witli 


Perſons about their coming to the Lord's- 


Table, among other Things let me re- 


commend it to you to enquire, Whe- 


ther they are certain they have been 
baptiz'd : ? and what Proof they can 
give of it? And if they have Families, 
Whether they keep up the Worſhip of 
Go in them? Without which J can- 

E not 
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* not ſee what Religion there can be 
among them. I therefore mention ſuch 
'Things as theſe, becauſe I have in ſome 
Caſes known the Want of ſuch Inqui- 
ries has had ill Conſequences. 
Tu you ſhould never pretend to 
Rebuke without Cauſe, or beyond real 
Deſert, nor to act in ſuch Caſes upon 
bare Suſpicions, yet you ought not to be 
ſparing in Reproof, when there is real 
Occaſion. Spare the Perſons of the Guil- 
ty indeed as much as may be, but not 
their Vices. In any Matters of Cenſure, 
1 Tim, v. preferr not one before another, act without 
22. Prejudice; and do nothing by Partiality, 
according to the Apoſtle's ſolemn Charge 
on that behalf. In any Matters of Dif- 
ference, always hear both Sides. Re- 
prove Sinners of all Sorts, ſhewing them 
freely the Horridneſs of their Sins, and 
the Poyſon either of their Errors or 
their Vices: And yet make a Difference 
according to Circumſtances, remembring 
Tir. i. 13. that ſome are to be rebuked ſbarph, while 
as to others, more Tenderneſs will be 
but requiſite and proper. 
AN that you may the better be 
15 able to go through with all this Work, 
T3 ro 
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to which you are to attend, let me re- 


commend it to you, That you endea- 


vour to be continually improving and 


increaſing in Knowledge, Wiſdom, and 
Experience, as Scholars, Chriſtians, and 
Miniſters. Be diligent in your Studies, 
and avoid Sloth, or any Thing that 
tends to it, or borders on it. Be not un- 
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mindful of St. Paul's Charge to Timothy, 1 Tim. ix. 


when he ſays, & Tiras; leb: Give thyſelf © 
wholly to theſe Things. Be much in Read- 
ing and Studying the Holy Scriptures : 
Aud neglect not valuable humane Au- 
thors. Endeavour alſo to underſtand 
Mankind. Be much in Prayer and Me- 
ditation. And in the whole Work of 
your Office, keep the End of it in View, 
which is the Advancement of the King - 


dom of CHRIST, and the promoting 


the Glory of Go p, in the Converſion, 
Edification, and Salvation of the Saul 
of Men: And humbly depend in all, 
on the Loxn JIESUSs CHRIST, for 
Aſſiſtance and a Bleffing, 


III. Taxt diligent Care of the Flock 


of Gop. Something more than all that 
which has been mention'd hitherto, 
K 2 ſeems 
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ſeems intended by ſuch' Charges as that 
of St. Peter to all in the Miniſterial Office, 


: | Per. v. Feed the Flock of Go p which is among Hou, 


or as much as in you lies, takin; the Over- 
fight thereof, not by Conſtraint, but Milling- 
ly; not for filthy Lucre, but of à ready 


Ads 20. Mind: And that alſo of St. Faul, to the 


238. 


Elders of Epheſus, Take Heed to all the 
Hock, over the which the Holy Ghoit hath 


made you. the Overſeers, to feed the Church 


.of God, which He hath purchaſed with his 
on Blood. * Be careful therefore to give a 
proper Portion to all. Endeavour togbe 
acquainted with the Eſtate of thoſe a- 
mongſt whom you labour, that you may 
the better know how to ſuit yourſelves 
to them. Go to them in order to it, or 
encourage them to come to you, as may 
be moſt convenient; Let none have any 
Reaſon to complain they are neglected. 
Deſpiſe none ' becauſe of their Meanneſs. 
Favour none in an Irregularity, out 
of any. worldly. Intereſt. Look to them 
and their Behaviour in their -own Fay 
milies, as well as in the Houſe of Gov. 

2 07 : | Bear 
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Allow me to refer you to my Sermon on that 
zun pe the Ordinarioy of Mir, Miele, 


The CHA RAGE. 
Bear with their Weakneſſes, ſo you can 
but do Good to their Souls. Inſtruct 


the Ignorant, enconrage the Weak, and 
eomfort the Afflicted. Let all ſhe that 
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you watch for their Souls, as they that * = xill. 


mu give Account &. Watch againſt © 
their being any Way ſeduc'd, betray'd, 
or corrupted. Be peculiarly tender to 
ſuch of them as are troubled in Mind. 
Don't deny them a Freedom of Accels 
to you, tho? it may at ſome Times have 
inconvenience attending it. Study their 
Caſe particularly, and let them be able 
to find and perceive that you ſympa- 
thize with them, and they'll be the 
more ready to liſten to you. The com- 
forting afflicted Conſciences is a Sort of 
peculiar Gift +, for which you ought to 


labour 
* Chryſoſtom Je ſacerdot. Lib. VI. deglares char 
thoſe Words ſtruck a great Terror into his Heart. 
And ſays our famous Mr. Robert Bolton, methinks 
thoſe Words ſhould make all Go p's Miniſters re- 
ſolve to do nothing elſe almoſt, but read, medi. 
tate, preach and pray. 
+ Thar great Divine Mr. Richard Greenham, who 
dy'd of the Plague in this City in 1592, is (aid to 
have been wonderful skilful in comforting wound- 


ed Couſciences. * Church Hi it. _ 


labour and pray; becauſe it will much 
promote your Uſefulneſs. Be free to viſit 
the Sick, and ſuch as are in Diſtreſs and 
Trouble. A Word dropp'd at ſuch a. 
Time, may perhaps ſtick, and make a 
deeper Impreſſion than at another Sear. 
ſon. And don't make Viſits of that kind 
chargeable, by diſcovering an Expecta- 
tion of any Thing in Return, purely up- 
on the Account of that Office. I am 
afraid the taking of Money upon 


veral from ſending for Miniſters in that 
Caſe, and hinder'd others from attend+ 
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Viſiting of the Sick, has diſoourag d ſe- 


ing to what has been offer d, through 
an Apprehenſion that the getting ſome- 
what for their Pains, was the Thing 
mainly intended. I am glad that this 
Method is not ſo much uſed among us, 
as with ſome others, both at Home and 
Abroad: But muſt own, I think it 
would be no Difſervice to Religion, if 


it 


p. 229. And Mr. Rober⸗ Bolton is * — Writer of 
his Life commended on the ſame Account. He has a 
Treatiſe extant, intirul'd Inſtructions for à right Com- 
forting afflicted Conſciences; with Antidote: againſt 
ſome ſpecial Temptations, that deſerves to be perus d, 
yen in as polite an Age as thi 
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it were univerſally laid aſide. In ſhort, 


you muſt give me leave to urge it upon 
you as the Matter of your Duty, to be- 
have yourſelves towards the Flock 'of 
Gop, upon all Occaſions, as Perſons 
who ate diſintereſtedly devoted to the 
Service of their Souls. 

IV. Bx prudent in your Conduct; 
which is a Piece of Advice that I am well 
afſur'd is highly needful. If ever it be- 
came Miniſters of the Goſpel to be wiſe 
as Serpents, now is the Time: Not in 
order to the ſerving any Ends of their 


own, (for if they are upright and faith- 


ful, I ſee not how they can have any 
ſuch) but in order to the ſecuring and 
promoting the great Ends of their Of- 
fice. Let me then recommend Pru- 
dence to you, in your Carriage towards 
thoſe whom you miniſter to, and ſuch 
as are of the fame Principles, towards 
thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, towards 


your Brethren in the Miniſtry, in your 


private Behaviour; and in your Car- 
riage to all in general 
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B prudent in your Carriage to- 


wars thoſe amongſt whom you ſpend 
3 Take all fitting and pro- 


ber 


per Meaſures to gain a ſettled Intereſt 
in their Affections. Make them ſen- 
ſible that you love them, and they! 


the more eaſily bear with Freedom from 


you, and be the more ready to reſpect 
you, in the Diſcharge of your Office, in 
every Part of it. Don't differ with them 
at any Time about Trifles, eſpecially 
not about Matters of Money; that you 


may convince them you ſeek not theirs, 


but them. And if any Difference ſhould 
unhappily ariſe, or any Heat be ſtruck 
don't bring it into the Pulpit. And 
take as little upon you in all Caſes, as 
can conſiſt with the faithful ge 
of your Dury. 

Be Prudent in your g blah 
thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd Church. Don't 
make the Difference between them and 
us wider than it is in Reality. Carry it 
ſo to them upon all Occaſions, as that 
they may ſee you love, and reſpect them, 
and value what is good and excellent 
in and among them, tho' you think it 
your Duty to inſiſt upon a farther Re- 
formation, than that Conſtitution car- 
ries in it, which they ſo much apphud. 


Be careful not to diſcover a cenſorious 
' or 


ent 


ud: 
ous 


ſecure a Return of like 
them, and ſo to promote Harmony, and 
Union, and a Brotherly Correſpondence, 
as well as to ſecure and promote the 
Credit of Religion among us, and af 
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or uncharitable Spirit towards them, 


how much ſoever you may be lighted 
by them. Let them ſee that you act up- 


on Conſcience, and not Humour or Fan- 
ey; and go no farther from them than 
is neceſſary to the coming nearer to the 


b and then, by attempting to 
run you down, they will but _ 
themſelves. 
BE prudent in your Carriage towards 
your Brethren in the Miniſtry. Be rea- 
dy to ſpeak well of them for their va- 
luable Abilities and Endowments ; ra- 
ther cover than magnify their Defects; 
and be tender of their Reputation upon 
all Occaſions. Inſtead of envying and 


undermining them, or ſaying or doing 
any Thing to leſſen them, endeavour 
what you can to promote their Uſeful- 


neſs. This will be the beſt Way to 
conciliate their Love and Reſpe&, and 
good Offices from 


your Office, for which you Kon to be 
concern'd. | 
L By 
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cuinſpectiy. Be not inſeniihle how-ma- 


rejo y ce to find them Tripping, and make 
& & * 
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BE Prudent in your private Beha- 
Viour, and in the Management of your 
ewn Affairs. If thoſe among whom you 
labour, ſhould once get a mean or in- 
different Opinion of you, twill be hard 
to ſecure your Uſefulneſs. Let me ad- 
viſe choſe of you that are yet ſingle, to 
be very cautions in your Carriage while 
you continue ſo, and in your. Marriage, 
when you come to change ybur Condi- 
tion. This is a Thing of great Conſe- 
quence to all, but eſpecially to Miniſters. 
If you get a Blot thete, tw ill he hard to 
wipe it off again. And may yeu that 
haye a Family, and the reſt of you when 
yon come to have one, remember, ac- 
cording to St. Pauls Order, and your 


. own Promiſe, to rule hour + Houſe well. 


This is a Thing that is requilite in Pry- 
dence as well as Duty; and you will find 
by Experience much depends upon it. 

AN po finally, Be Prudent in your Car- 
riage towards all, and in the -whole of 
. your Conduct. You are under ſpecial ; 
Obligations (my Brethren)! to walk: cir- 


ay Watch for: the Bailings of Miniſters, 


the 


verſe with: And diſcover a general Good- 


The :C 114K GR. 


the worſt of their Indifcretions : and take 
Care to give them no Advantage. he 


very cautious in the Choice of Intimates 
and Familiars. Be not deſirous of being 
intruſted with Secrets. Doirt talk. too 
freely in mix d Company. Be not too 
poſitive in your Aſſertions. Pry not in- 
to the Private Affairs of other People that 
don't concern you. Be ſparing in your 
-Cenſures; eſpecially where Perſons: in 
eminent Stations are concern'd. Dont 
ſtand upon little Niceties and Punctilio's, 
or needletsly irritate any Perſons you con- 


will to all that you have to do with. 
This in my Opinion, will be a good Way 
to ſecure your own Peace, and Credit, 
and * Uſefulneſs at once. . 


V. Br careful of your Temper, upon 
which allo there is much depending. Stu- 
dy Meekneſs. Be aſſur'd the Wrath of 
Man will never work the Righteouſneſs 


of Gop,* You mult be gentle unto all Mev, 2 Tim. i *. 
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* * By. * t in his Paſtoral cor, Chap. li. citing 
this Text, has this Remark upon it. Thi, ſaith he, 5 che 
. Paſſage that was chiefly urg d by our Reformers againſt 
| The. 
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Tit. i. 9. that qppoſe themſelve. Be not ſoon angry, 
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and patient, and in Meekneſs inſtruls thoſe 


or eaſily provok'd. Give not way to Jea- 
louſies and Suſpicions, as you would not 
make yourſelves uneaſy, and thoſe alſo 
that are about you. Reckon upon Dif- 
culti es, and prepare to encounter them. 
Be not ſurpriz d if tho' you take Pains to 
be diligent and faithful, you ſhould yet be 


cenſur'd and reproact'd, and that ſome- 


times by your Friends, and even thoſe 
whom you have ſtudy'd to oblige and 
ſerve. If you ſhould be of ſuch a Tem- 


per as not to be able to bear Things of 


this Kind, without being ruffled, it might 
go hard with you in many Caſes. Be rea- 


x Cor. ix dy, with St. Paul, to become all Things to 
22. 


all Men: And yet take heed of a mean 


and ſervile Spirit. Be always couragious 


where 


the Perſecution that the Roman Clergy,did every where ſet 
on againſt them. The Extent of it ought to be well confi- 


der d, that ſo it may not be ſaid, that we are only 4. 
gainſt Perſecution, when it lies on ourſelves : For if ie 
*% 4 good Defence to ſome, tis as good to others; unleſs 
we own that we do not govern ourſelves by that Rule, of 
doing to others, that which we would have others do to 
. Which is a Conſideration that ought to affect 
thoſe that are out of the Eſtabliſhed Church, as well 


as ſuch as are in it. 
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from Scandal. With what Face can you 2. 
or I pretend to reprove others, for what 
our. own . Conſciences tell us, we our- 
ſelves are guilty of? And what will our 
Cenſures or Remonſtrances ſignify as to 
1 them, 
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where Conſcience leads, and plain Duty 
is concern'd : But in other Caſes be ply- 
able and yielding; and rather ſtrive who 
ſhall ſtoop firſt, then who ſhall be the 
ſtiffeſt, and ſtand it out the longeſt. And 
depend upon it, when the Day of Ac- 
count ſhall come, this will be found moſt 
to your Honour. And then, 


VI. AnD Laſth, Be very regular in 
Four Lives, My Dear Brethren, I be- 


ſeech you remember, you are to be Ex- 


amples of the Believers, in Vora, in Con- DES 


verſation, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. You 


are to follow after Rzghteouſneſs, Goalineſs, , Tmivi. 


1 aith, Love, Patience, and Meelne / 5. Let 11. 
your Carriage anſwer your own Inſtru- 


tions, and your Lives be a faithful Copy 
of your Preaching, You are in all 


Things to ſhew yourſelves Patterns of good Tir. i. q, 


Works. Your Words are like to have but 
little Weight againſt the Authority of 
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them, if they knw tlur we are tardy'? 

We ſhall in any ſuch Caſe, be ſhrewdly 

tempted to ſpare them, that they may 

ſpare us. And this is what ought to be 

well conſidet d, over and above the Sport 

which the Failings of Miniſters give, to 

ſuch as deſpiſe both them and their Of. 

fice, the Number of whom ſeems tg. be 
growing every Day. 

Tir. i. 2. BE Temperate. Let your: Catriage 

ſhew that you are able to govern” ti 

Deſires of the Fleſh, by your indulging 

to no Sort of Pleaſures, beyound the 

Bounds of Sobriety and Honeſty. Nay, 

. endeavour ſo to manage yourſelves, as 

that you may be able to abſtain even 

from lawful Things; and to ſubmit to 

ſuch Things as are not in themſelves 

neceſſary, whenever the Intereſt of the 

Goſpel of CHRIS and the Edificati- 

on of the Souls of Men requires it. 

Avorp cvery Thing that is vicious: 

And ſhun ſome Vices with a peculiar 

1Timi ill. Care. If you ave greedy of fbby Lurre, 

you will have venal Souls, and are ne- 

ver likely to be very uſeful as Miniſters. 

That one Thing, if there were no more 

to be objected againſt you, will be an 

unſpeakable 
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unſpeakable Hindrance to you. Tis the 


ſame as to being given to Mine, which 
& often warn d againſt, in the Epiſtles to 


— . 
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Iimuehy and Tirme. Take heed of Pride Ti. i. 7: 


aud Levity. Be not Self-v:lkd. If you 
are full of yourſelves, you will he Stran- 
gers to that eaſy Freedom, and Humi- 


withthe Care of the Flock of Gop. Take 


wiefulHintsfrom any one, and deſpiſe em 


not tho? they may be dropp'd- by ſuch 
us don't beat you all the Reſpe that 
you may think you may rea ſonably de- 
dire and look for. In a Wotd, Take 
Care to be 'Enſample 


in all proper Inſtances and Expreſſions, 


of Piety towards Gop, and Charity to- 


wards Men. 
I HAVE not taken the Liberty, my 


Brethren, under theſe ſeveral Heads, to 


give ſuch Advice to you, as I would 
not take, but have ey'd myſelf all the 


way. as well as you. And I dare up- 


on the Whole, be bold to fay, That 


if you will bur carefully follow theſe 


few Directions and Advices, you may 
depend upon having laſting Satisfaction 


1 


. 


lity, that becomes thoſe chat arechargd_ 


s #0 the Hlocl, * ang 
readily, and chearfully go before. them 3: 


4 a 


| in reflecting on the Work of this Day; 
you may help conſiderably to ſupport 
the Credit of the Miniſtry, which is ſo 

much exposd by ſome, and run down 
by others; you may expect a conſide- 
rable Bleſſing from Heaven to attend 
your Labours; you be able to give 
up a good Account at the Great Day; 
and may comfortably hope that, as 
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| _ St. Paul expreſſes it, you will be able 


both to ſave yourſelves, and them that hear 
you ; Nay, you ſhall have an inhanc'd 
Reward; and being among the Wiſe that 
Dan. xii, Lern many to Righteouſneſs, (hall at laſt 
3- {bine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, 

and as the Stars for ever and euer. 
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with a Specimen of the Work, may be had Grati⸗ 
of Jehn Clar k, &c, | 
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